
































eading Sports Figures 


tell you their secrets of 


f 


in these new 
Safe-Driving Films 


ha SKILL IS YOUR BUSINESS. In the first film, the late Wilbur 
\ 1 Shaw, then President of the Indianapolis Speedway, illus- 

trates that with relaxed coordination, skillful driving can be- 
come automatic — shows how to maintain professional driv.ng 
skill day after day, regardless of adverse traffic conditions or un- 
expected emergencies. 


CAP. “Drivers, like 
professional bowlers, 
can handicap their per- 
formances through lack of 
sleep, improper food and 


WATCH YOUR HANDI- 
i 4 


THE CHAMP BECOMES DEAF AND NINETY-DAY FLASH. Shows through 
? BLIND. Lloyd Mangrum, one of golf- 3 the eyes of Paul Richards, former 


dom's most consistent money winners, White Sox Manager, how a ball play- 
er's slightest miscalculation, repeated often 
enough, can become a disastrous habit. 
Wilbur Shaw completes an analogy, with 
the visual account of a driver who devel- 
oped, a ‘“‘slight’’ habit that eventually 
proved fatal. 


shows that the ability to concentrate, in 
spite of distractions, is one big difference 
between a duffer and a champion. The con- 
centration of a golf professional, Wilbur 
Shaw points out, is similar to that required 
of a professional driver. 


health habits,” says Ned 
Day, long-time bowling 
champion. Film stresses 
the important correlation 
between clean living hab- 
its and clean driving rec- 
ords, 





Each film is in full motion and sound and runs for 10 minutes. 
Available individually at $53.00 for black and white and $95.00 


5 TAKE A LOOK AT THE ODDS. This concluding film in the 
for color or on a rental basis of $10.00 for black and white and 


series explains why the right safety attitude is so vital in the 
prevention of accidents—preserts a dramatic sequence in 


which a driver's attitude prevents what could have been a fatal 


accident. 


$20.00 for color. 








NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL 
425 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago 11, Illinois 


Please send 


to the undersigned. Check or money order enclosed. 


NAME 


Please Print 


COMPANY 


CITY 


- FITLE. 


ADDRESS 


ZONE 


_ copies of Professional Driving Series [1] Color ($425.00) [[] Black and White ($245.00) 
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PROVEN BY RESEARCH — | ) ig 


IT’S PORTABLE PS ielare! 


USE OF PROPER TRAINING & sectine om be 
TESTING AIDS MAKES ACCIDENT a done anywhere quickly 


accurately and at low 


REDUCTION FACT NOT FICTION! siete 


~ 


. 
AUTO DRIVE VISUAL SEEING IS BELIEVING! 
Troffic Qui: r MAGNO SAF-T BOARD 


e Mag 


FULLER TRAFFIC SLIDE 
RULE é STOPPING DISTANCE 


A scientific aid thot makes it 4 METER 
possible to determine the speeds 

of vehicles involved in accidents 

quickly and with precision. Com- 

plete with instruction manval 

and saddle leather case 


COMBINATION 
DETONATOR BLANKS 


not illustrated 


Includes both the explosive and 
the marking powder! Cleaner 
and easier than using separate 
blanks with filled gelatin cap- 
sules 


Porto-Clinic Instruments, Inc. 


“The Largest Commer- p 0 RT 0 m C L! N | C 298 Broadway, N. Y. 7, N. Y. 


cial Organization Spec- Please send more information on items checked below: 


. 5 / A C) Porto-Clinic CJ] Magno Saf-T Board 
lalizing in the Engineer- /) dlrumen Us nc ’ O Sef-T-Rater Fuller Traffic Slide Rule 
ing, Designing and ’ OC) Porto-Glare Stopping Distance Meter 
Manufacturing of Driver oe R ¢ y\ ’ () Auto-Drive Visual Combination Detonator Blanks 


Training and Testing ; ver Name ; roa oa ae 
Equipment.” ‘ : -° Company 
t y Address 


City Zone State 
es a ee ee 


Public Satety for April, 1957 





ANIMALS 
ARE THE 
CRAZIEST 
PEOPLE! 


They are for sure, when the wacky aggregation in 

“Highway Zoo" gives their impersonations of “the 
man behind the wheel” . . . there's a laugh and a 
lesson on every page. 


The colorful animal cartoons will catch the eye 

of every man . . . could even get a smile from 

the Sphinx. The full color cartoons and text 
blend perfectly, in this traffic safety message 
. . « its light and lively humorous wisdom will 
drive right through to the funnybone. 


“Highway Zoo" will give real zip to your 
safety efforts. It fits easily into payroll or 
mailing envelopes (and in pockets, too). 
It's printed so attractively, it can be used 
as favors at safety conferences, award 
banquets and luncheon meetings . . . 
there's even space for your imprint. So 
don't delay, order your copies today. 


Price each: 


1 10 1000 5000 10,000 20,000 
to to to to to to or 
9 99 999 4999 9999 19,999 more 


$.15 $.09 $.06 $.045 $.035 $.032 $.03 


Prices subject to 10% discount to National Safety Council members 
NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL 
425 North Michigan Avenve e¢ Chicago 11, Illinois 
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BETWEEN STO S 


Os 
— 


if WOULD take 

more than a 
spring rain to damp- 
en the enthusiasm of 
this burly traffic ofh- 
cer for his job. When 
he escorts little Miss 
Fourth-Grade across 
the traffic intersec- 
tion, she gets all the 
attention a queen 
would rate. 

All over the land at this season of the 
year, school boy patrols and trafhc police 
are doing their part to make school routes 
safe for the younger generation. And they're 
doing a good job, too. One that will be 
even more successful if we older drivers 
and pedestrians will do our part in making 
the streets and highway safer for the 
younger generation. 








* * * 


In Toronto, Ralph Scott, an official of the 
eS of mines, is the puzzled victim 
‘the disappearing wreck.” Seems like he 
7 in a collivion crossing Bloor Street, had 
the front end of his English car bashed in, 
the radiator broken and the fenders wrapped 
‘round the wheels. The wrecked car was 
pushed clear of the intersection, and the 
parties involved went on to the police sta- 
tion to straighten out the details. 

From there, Mr. Scott phoned the On- 
tario Motor League to tow the wrecked car 
to a garage. But, lo, and behold, when the 
tow truck arrived at the accident scene— 
no wreck! 

You can imagine the turmoil as time 
passed and the wrecked vehicle was listed 
Sperlos Versunkt, or whatever the Teutonic 
is for “sunk without a trace.” Equally suak 
were police, who weren't sure whether to 
list the vehicle on their “‘locate’’ or ‘‘stolen” 
rolls, the insurance adjusters who specialize 
in non-nebulous problems, and Mr. Scott, 
who philosophically travels the transit lines 
until the whole thing is straightened out. 

* * & 

There’s also a zany side to traffic acci- 
dents, violations, etc. One was reported 
recently when Chicago traffic police arrested 
a driver who was going 95 mph on the 
Congress Street Expressway in a driving 
rain. ‘My windshield wipers were out of 
order,” he told arresting officers, “and I 


drove fast so that it would blow the rain 
off the windshield.” 
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One man can stop a fist fight 
before it becomes a riot... 


when there’s quick action by the officer 
on a radio-equipped Harley-Davidson Servi-Car 


N the scene in seconds, this Servi-Car mounted officer puts a fast 
damper on heated tempers. No chance for it to grow into a riot, 
require calling for reinforcements. 

It’s but one of many reasons most communities noted for excellent 
enforcement are putting more and more of their officers on Harley- 
Davidson police motorcycles. 

Fast, mobile and radio-dispatched Servi-Cars help you get more effec- 
tive use of your current manpower . . . make your force more mobile 
without going overboard on equipment and its maintenance and service. 

Cost data on Harley-Davidson police motorcycle operation, mainte- 
nance and depreciation show it amounts to only a fraction of that for 
other vehicles. Why not get the complete story from your dealer or write 
direct for comprehensive literature. HARLEY-DAVIDSON MOTOR 
COMPANY, Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin. 


Free booklet is yours 
for the asking... 


ROO IME LU 
Aner POWER 


This 16-page book, ‘““More Effective 
Round the Clock Police Power with 
Harley - Davidson Motorcycles’”’, in- 
cludes assignment data as well as 
specifications on both three-wheel 
Servi-Car and two-wheel Solo Models. 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON police motorcycles 
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THE NATION 


SPRINGBOARD FOR 
AGGRESSIVE ACTION 


Governor’s Action Program plus mobilized public support 
can make 1957 banner safety year. 


ITH the active support of Presi- 
dent Eisenhower and the crusad- 
ing spirit of the President's Committee 
for Traffic Safety and its Advisory 
Council stimulating grass roots action, 
the tempo of activity for public sup- 
port for balanced, comprehensive off- 
cial programs for trafhc control and 
accident prevention in America has 
been stepped up to an all-time high. 
Two meetings thus far in 1957 have 
emphasized this. First was the lunch- 
eon meeting of the Advisory Council 
of the President's Committee for Traf- 
fic Safety in Washington in the latter 
part of January. And the second fea- 
tured the two-day session of the Traf- 
fic and Transportation Conference of 
the National Safety Council held in 
Chicago in mid-February. 


— 


Harlow H. Curtice, chairman of the 
President's Committee for Traffic 
Safety, and president of General Mo- 
tors Corporation, summed up the three 
major projects of the President's Com- 
mittee for Traffic Safety thuswise: 

“First, we wholeheartedly endorse 
the proposal of the Advisory Council 
that we sponsor a national meeting at 
which public officials concerned with 
traffic safety will review and evaluate 
state and local programs. Such a meet- 
ing appears to be unquestionably de- 
sirable and it is heartening to know 
that groups representing public ofh- 
cials were largely instrumental in ad- 
vancing the program. 

Secondly, the Committee concurred 
in your ( Advisory Council) recom- 
mendation that another series of re- 


. a 


phils ‘ 


IKE AND HIS TRAFFIC SAFETY TEAM 


gional public support conferences be 
sponsored in 1958. The benefit of 
last year’s meetings and the obvious 
need for an effective follow-up make 
such action highly desirable. 

“We also reviewed with great in- 
terest your progress in developing 
recommendations for mobilizing 
safety-minded civic groups to support 
the new national highway program. 
Such a project can contribute greatly 
to the achievement of our traffic safety 
objective—and will also help assure 
the many other benefits of an adequate 
highway system. The President 
has enthusiastically endorsed the Com- 
mittee’s proposal to undertake this 
project. 

Mr. Curtice said, “The report of the 

Turn Page 


For 1957 a national meeting of public officials, next year “grass roots” meetings. 
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. . « Governor’s Program—springboard for action . . . 


Governor's Conference special com- 
mittee on highway safety, which we 
reviewed and endorsed in our meeting 
this morning, provides an excellent 
springboard for aggressive action.” 

The Traffic and Transportation Con- 
ference held in Chicago in February 
reviewed progress on the Governor's 
Highway Safety Committee report with 
special emphasis on what nonofficial 
and public support groups could do 
to implement its findings. 


Three Steps 

Briefly, the Governor's Conference 
Highway Safety Committee recom- 
mended, among other things, these 
three steps: 

“To cope with the immediate prob- 
lem the Governor should exercise his 
executive authority to strengthen every 
element of the state’s attack on traffic 
accidents. 

“To develop a long-range program, 
it is recommended that each state, if 
it does not have such an agency, es- 
tablish immediately a committee or 
commission to appraise the highway 
safety situation. 

“As a first step the study commit- 
tee might review the several traffic in- 
ventories.”” 

The inventories include: (1) the 
trafic safety inventory covering all 
areas of highway traffic, administered 
by the National Safety Council; (2) 
the National Pedestrian Protection 
Program of the American Automobile 
Association, and (3) the annual re- 
view of the Association of Casualty 
and Surety Companies concerning 
driver education in high schools. 


Balanced Official Program 

The Governor's Conference Com- 
mittee on Highway Safety, headed by 
Governor Abraham Ribicoff, of Con- 
necticut, included these Governors: 
Anderson (Nebraska), Clement (Ten- 
nessee), Meyner (New Jersey), Simms 
(New Mexico), Simpson (Wyoming), 
Smith (Oregon), Smylie (Idaho), and 
Stratton (Illinois). 

Throughout its work, the Commit- 
tee had the advice and assistance of 
many groups, including the National 
Safety Council, which had been carry- 
ing on in the field of traffic safety for 
many years. 

The report of the Committee stresses 
the need for a balanced highway safety 


program. It recognizes that every ele- 
ment of such a program must be 
strengthened. It emphasizes that con- 
tinuing progress in ceducing the high- 
way toll can be achieved only if all of 
the many aspects of a highway safety 
program receive the widest possible 
support from public and private indi- 
viduals and groups. 


Laws and Ordinances 

The first section of the report of 
the Committee deals with laws and 
ordinances. It calls attention to the 
Uniform Vehicle Code and particularly 
to Chaper 11 of the Code. It recom- 
mends that states review their laws to 
determine the extent to which they 
conform with the provisions of the 
Code, and stresses the necessity of 
textual conformity with the rules of 
the road contained in Chapter 11. It 
also points out the importance of uni- 
form traffic ordinances in our cities and 
towns and recommends that states 
adopt enabling legislation to permit 
cities to enact such ordinances by 
reference. In this connection, it calls 
attention to the Model Traffic Ordi- 
nance. 


Enforcement Stressed 

The report lays great stress upon 
the importance of traffic law enforce- 
ment. To quote one statement from 
the report, “ . of all deficiencies, 
weak enforcement is most likely to 
reduce the effectiveness of other ele- 
ments of a total safety effort.” It 
says that almost all states need to en- 
large their highway patrols. In addi- 
tion, states are urged to study the 
organization and the operational poli- 
cies of their patrols to make certain 
that available manpower is being used 
effectively. The need for selective en- 
forcement and for the use of modern 
devices and techniques in detecting 
violations is pointed out. The report 
suggests also that state highway pa- 
trols can provide valuable assistance 
to local traffic officers, and calls upon 
the states to find ways to make such 
a cooperative program possible. 


Courts Have Key Role 

The key role of the courts in traffic 
law enforcement is recognized. The 
need for improved judicial organiza- 
tion of courts hearing traffic cases and 
for better trained judges in these courts 
is pointed out. The report emphasizes 


that- reporting of all convictions by 
traffic courts is necessary as a basis for 
maintaining central violations files and 
for carrying on a driver improvement 
program. Finally, it recommends that 
all states adopt the uniform nonfixable 
trafic ticket as a means of insuring 
effective, impartial enforcement. 


Up Driver Licensing 

The subject of driver licensing re- 
ceived considerable attention from the 
Committee. The report mentions the 
examination standards prepared by the 
American Association of Motor Ve- 
hicle Administrators, and recommends 
that states be certain that their pro- 
grams meet these standards. It calls 
for strengthening of driver education 
programs and suggests that states may 
wish to make completion of such a 
program a prerequisite for obtaining a 
license. The importance of driver im- 
provement programs is emphasized, 
and the report includes suggestions 
with respect to suspension and revoca- 
tion procedures. 


Improve Accident Records 

Turning to the matter of accident 
records, the Committee in its report 
states “The collection, analysis and 
use of accident records are funda- 
mental to accident prevention. The 
entire program of highway safety is 
based on the concept that accidents 
can be prevented if hazardous actions 
and conditions are corrected.’ The 
report then goes on to say “Despite 
its broad usefulness, the accident rec- 
ords activity is one of the weakest 
elements in the traffic safety program.” 
The report calls to the attention of the 
states the standards in this area which 
are found in the Action Program and 
the reporting standards contained in 
Chapter 10 of the Uniform Vehicle 
Code. It recommends that states im- 
prove their procedures in this area and 
work for the development of standard- 
ized basic forms. 


Highway Design Standards 

In the area of engineering, the re- 
port gives attention to the importance 
of safety standards in highway design. 
It also points out the need for uni- 
form signs, signals and markings. It 
emphasizes the contributions which 
can be made in this area by well- 
trained traffic engineers and suggests 
that states should consider making the 
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Statement by The President in response to the report of Harlow H. 


Curtice, chairman of the President’s Committee for Traffic Safety 


t E DEATH of approximately 40,000 Amer- 

icans in traffic accidents during 1956 is a 
shocking record. The tragedy is that most of 
the accidents could have been prevented. |! 
want to thank your Committee and through you 
all the fine organizations which are cooperating 
in the uphill fight to prevent a repetition of 


this grim statistic in 1957. 


1 am hopeful that the traffic safety report 
formulated by the Governor's Conference will 
result in prompt and uniform action by state 


services of their traffic engineers avail- 
able to localities. 





Vehicular Safety 

With regard to the motor vehicle, 
the Committee in its report mentions 
the equipment standards contained in 
Chapter 12 of the Uniform Vehicle 
Code. The report also suggests the 
need for additional research in the 
designing of safer motor vehicles. It 
proposes that the standards in Chapter 
13 of the Uniform Vehicle Code, the 
American Standards Inspection Re- 
quirements for Motor Vehicles and the 
Motor Vehicle Inspection Manual be 
used as guides by the states in estab- 
lishing inspection programs. 
Safety Education 

The Committee recognized the need 
for effective programs of safety educa- 
tion at both the elementary and second- 
aty levels. It said that special training 
is desirable for teachers in these areas. 


Reciprocity Urged 

“The importance of reciprocity,” 
the Committee said, “is growing with 
the rapid increase in interstate travel.” 
It urged the states, therefore, to enter 
into reciprocal agreements to the full- 
est possible extent. In this connection, 
the Committee noted that the achieve- 
ment of a higher degree of uniformity 
among the states with respect to their 
traffic laws would make it easier to 


establish satisfactory reciprocal agree- 
ments. 
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ond local governments to curb irresponsible 
driving. But while the basic responsibility for 
traffic control rests with state and local officials, 
the responsibility for behaving sensibly in 
traffic is shared by all of us. | hope that every 
organized group in every walk of life in Amer- 
ica realizes it can help promote safety on our 


roads and streets and stop the wanton killing. 





Administrative Machinery 
The Committee also gave attention 
to the importance of administrative or- 
ganization in the field of highway 
safety. The report recommends that 
each Governor establish or activate a 
coordinating committee of officials. It 
suggests also that states should re- 
view the organization of their agencies 
concerned with highway safety and 
make certain that they are “. . . or- 
ganized to deal effectively with the 
many problems of highway transpor- 
tation, including traffic safety.” 


Research 

The report points out the need for 
careful research with respect to the 
causes of accidents. It notes that some 
universities, through traffic institutes 
and medical schools, have made a con- 
siderable contribution in this area. It 
suggests that state agencies—health de- 
partments, motor vehicle departments, 
and others—should use their facilities 
to conduct needed research in this 
field. 


Public Support 

The importance of widespread pub- 
lic support for traffic safety programs 
was stressed by the Committee. In 
the long run, it said, the effectiveness 
of a highway safety program will de- 
pend in large measure upon the extent 
to which the general public actively 
supports such a program. 


There is no more worthwhile objective.” 


—Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
President of the United States. 





Bigger Budgets 
Finally, the Committee pointed out 
the necessity of states increasing their 
appropriations for highway safety ac- 
tivities. In this connection, it men- 
tioned the tremendous costs of acci- 
dents, and suggested that adequate 
financial support for a vigorous high- 
way safety program is necessary if we 
are to reduce the number of accidents 
and the costs resulting from them. 


The content of the Committee's 
report is not new. The recommenda- 
tions in it are similar to those which 
have been made by numerous organiza- 
tions and agencies. They are based 
upon the experience of groups which 
have worked for a long time in the 
field of highway safety, and upon 
the study and thought which these 
groups have given to the prevention 
of automobile accidents. 


Program of State Action 

The significance of the report of the 
Committee is that it represents the 
action of the Governors of the forty- 
eight states. It sets forth a program 
of action which can be adopted in 
each state. Thus, it reinforces and 
gives new vigor to the work of traffic 
safety organizations everywhere, and 
brings the support and prestige of the 
chief executives of the states to this 
all important task. 

Some of the effects of this report 
already are evident. Almost every 
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Governor, in his message to his legisla- 
ture this year, gave attention to prob- 
lems of highway safety. Almost every 
Governor recommended that his legis- 
lature adopt certain measures to 
strengthen the highway safety program 
in the state. At the satne time, most 
Governors indicated that they already 
have taken. administrative action in 
this area. As might be expected, the 
legislatures are responding to these 
requests by authorizing additional 
expenditures for traffic safety, and 
by passing necessary legislation to 
strengthen various parts of their states’ 
highway safety programs. It appears 
that 1957 will be a banner year for 
highway safety—that more states than 
ever before will take significant steps 
to strengthen their programs. 


Establish Matson 
Memorial Fund at Yale 


An annual award citation to the 
individual who makes the greatest 
scientific contribution to highway traf- 
fic knowledge is provided under the 
Theodore M. Matson Memorial Fund 
recently established at Yale University. 


The Fund also provides for financial 
aid to students enrolled at the Yale 
University Bureau of Highway Trafhc. 
This will be made on a loan basis. 


The Fund honors the late director 
of the Bureau of Highway Traffic who 
died December 15, 1954. It consists 
of contributions made by individuals 
in the traffic engineering field to com- 
memorate Mr. Matson’s outstanding 
achievements and his sincere devotion 
to the training of young engineers in 
the field of highway traffic operations. 


Initial amount presented to Yale 
last month totaled $4,500. Of that, 
$2,000 will finance the annual award. 
The remainder, which may be in- 
creased from time to time by addi- 
tional contributions, will be used for 
student aid. This is to be administered 
by the Yale University Committee on 
Transportation. 

The annual award, to be inaugurated 
this year, will be made by a Board 
representing the Committee on Trans- 
portation; the Institute of Traffic En- 
gineers, the American Association of 
State Highway Officials, the High- 
way Research Board of the National 
Research Council, the United States 
Bureau of Public Roads and the Auto- 
motive Safety Foundation. 





en (Multer) prevents sale of automobiles with 


. Con. Res. 26 (Multer) expresses sense of Congress with 





Congressional Highway Safety 
Legislation 


Prepared by National Highway Users Conference 
National Press Bldg., Washington 4, D. C. 


Memo +1 
January 18, 1957 


(Gross) directs ICC to require railroad freight 
and other cars be lighted to be readily visible 
at night. To: Interstate and Foreign Commerce 


(Bennett) requires certain safety devices on 
motor vehicles sold, shipped or used in inter- 
state commerce. To: Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce 


(Multer) requires buyer to be furnished a cer- 
tificate of fitness for an automobile. To: In- 
terstate and Foreign Commerce 


(Multer) provides for regulation of motor 
vehicles on highways of United States. To: 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce 


796 (Multer) amends Title 15 of U. S. Code relat- 
ing to operation of speedometers on motor 
vehicles. To: Interstate and Foreign Commerce 


unauthorized equipment, parts and acces- 
sories. To: Interstate and Foreign Commerce 


respect to adoption of uniform traffic laws 
throughout United States. To: Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce 


(Donohue) indemnifies drivers of postal ve- 
hicles against liability for damages arising 
out of vehicle operation in performance of 
official duties. To: Judiciary 


(Fogarty) creates a Select Committee of the 
House to conduct a full study and investi- 
gation of traffic safety rules. To: Rules 


(Ashmore) prescribes weight to be given evi- 
dence resulting from chemical analysis tests 
given persons charged with drunken driving 
in D. C. To: D. C. Committee 


(Friedel) and S$. 384 (Johnston) provide for 
insuring civilian personnel of government 
against liability for personal injuries, death 
or property damage arising from vehicle op- 
eration in performance of official duties. To: 
Post Office 


(Rains) exempts from manufacturer's excise 
tax cars furnished without charge to school 
driver training programs. To: Ways and 
Means 


(Dirksen) exempts vehicles sold for use of 
religious and non-profit educational institu- 
tions from excise taxes. To: Finance 


(Continued on Page 25) 
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PROPOSED 1957 STATE 
LEGISLATION ON HIGHWAY TRAFFIC 


Record Number of Highway Safety Bills in Legislative 
Hopper. Safer Roads, Stepped-up Enforcement, Driver 
Improvement, Uniform Laws, Safety Budgets Pushed. 


An Analysis by William J. Simon, Safety Coordinator, 
National Highway Users Conference, Washington, D. C. 


ECOMMENDATIONS for in- 

creased highway funds, intensi- 
fied traffic safety measures and more 
uniformity of motor vehicle laws have 
been emphasized in most governors’ 
messages to state legislatures thus far 
this year. There is every indication 
that the state legislatures will give 
record attention to highways and traf- 
fic safety in the 1957 sessions. High- 
ways and safety were pointed out by 
many governors as the most important 
matters facing their states. At least 
half a dozen called it the most im- 
portant and one governor said that 
this problem will be the most impor- 
tant for the next decade. 


This year 44 states will meet in 
regular session, Florida and Alabama 
being the only ones not as yet con- 
vened. Louisiana is meeting in a 
budget session. Kentucky, Vir- 
ginia and Mississippi do not 
convene, although Mississippi's 
governor has said he may call a 
special session on highway traffic. 


At this early date (Feb. 13th), 
record numbers of highway safety 
bills are already placed in the 
legislative hopper. Simiiar inter- 
est is also being shown in Con- 
gress where the Senate has 7 
proposals and the House has 18. 


Last month, when the governors 
began to address their legislatures, 
it was obvious from the start that 
the majority were impressed by 
the recommendations of the Re- 
port of the Governors’ Conference 
Committee on Traffic Safety. The 
governors of 8 states, in their 
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regular messages, indicated that they 
will send special messages on the sub- 
ject of safety at a later date. Most of 
the governors, as has already been in- 
dicated, made positive suggestions. 


Safer Roads Get First Mention 

As might be expected in this first 
year of a vastly expanded Federal 
highway aid program, almost all gov- 
ernors emphasized the safety advan- 
tage of adequate roads and the urgency 
for their states to match Federal grants- 
in-aid for the Interstate System. 
Twenty-nine governors have referred 
to the engineering advantages of high- 
standard roads to safety. To accom- 
plish this, the governors of the 14 
following states recommended the 
necessity of additional highway funds: 
Arizona, Indiana, Maine, Missouri, 
Montana, Nebraska, New Hampshire, 


New Jersey, North Dakota, Oklahoma, 
Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Tennes- 
see and Vermont. The legislatures 
have responded as follows: Bills to 
increase motor fuel taxes thus far 
have been introduced in the following 
7 states: Arizona, Arkansas, Indiana, 
New Hampshire, Ohio, Utah and Wy- 
oming. 

Bills to increase registration fees 
thus far have been introduced in the 
following 6 states: California, Maine, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Oh‘o 
and Vermont. 

A mileage tax also has been intro- 
duced in 4 states. It is expected that 
additional highway user tax legisla- 
tion will be introduced since not all 
governors have as yet presented their 
special budget messages or the an- 
nounced special highway messages. 








27 Basic Steps 


There are 27 basic steps—18 of 
them for immediate action, 9 for the 
long-range program — which states 
must take to bring their program up 
to minimum standards recommended 
by the Governor’s Conference Action 
Program. 

On the following pages, these 27 
basic steps are listed. A check of 
the recommendations with Mr. Simon's 
analysis of pending state legislation 
will point up the high degree of exec- 
utive action already taken by the Gov- 
ernors. 


Governors Hold 
Enforcement Essential 
The second most interest was 

expressed by the governors in the 
subject of enforcement with 22 
governors urging one or more of 
the following: stepped-up en- 
forcement on speed, increased 
personnel for the state police; the 
use of unmarked cars and blind 
radar; and, of course, clamping 
down on the drunk driver. The 
legislators have been particularly 
interested in the drunken driver 
and chemical test problem. While 
a wide scattering of bills are in 
the hopper, the following states 
come closest to the Uniform Ve- 
hicle Code in these respects: Cali- 
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Summary of Recommendations for Immediate Action and 
Long-Range Programs to Promote Highway Safety 


fornia, Connecticut, Maryland, Mis- 
souri, New Jersey, New York and 
Pennsylvania. 

Legislation facilitating stepped-up 
police enforcement has been intro- 
duced in almost every state. A scat- 
tering of bills will probably not be 
welcomed by the departments. As 
always there are proposals to increase 
manpower. 


Driver Improvement 

Further in line with the Governors’ 
Conference Committee recommenda- 
tions, 21 governors urged improved 
driver licensing and/or expanded high 
school driver education, but, few bills 
in line with the Code have been intro- 
duced. These are in Alabama, Mary- 
land and New York. 

Of 16 states having proposed legis- 
lation on driver licensing, most were 
bills covering single subjects such as 
the institution of the point system, 
numerous details on learners’ permits, 
minimum age of drivers, etc. There 
is some interest in several states for 
periodic re-examination of older 
drivers. 

A scattering of bills in 21 states 
would indicate that the legislatures are 
attempting to answer the governors’ 
expressed interest in weeding the in- 
competent from the road, but no com- 
prehensive bill in line with the Code 
has yet been introduced. 


Public Support and Long 
Range Safety Programs 
The building of public support for 
safety was especially mentioned by 17 
governors and quite obviously impli- 
cations were made for it by most. In 
similar fashion, 16 governors urged 
long-range safety programs by the 
state. In analyzing legislation already 
in the hopper, very little can be found 
that would answer these two requests 
save for bills in 3 states to study the 
safety problem. It is expected, how- 
ever, that more legislation to this end 
will be forthcoming, particularly that 
of establishing Interim Study Commit- 
tees and the establishment of official 
coordinating committees at the state 
level. 


Uniform Traffic Laws 
Fifteen governors were specific in 
the need for adopting legislation closer 
in conformity with the Uniform Ve- 
hicle Code. It is gratifying to those 





It ls Recormmended That Every State Immediately: 


Be 


Make certain that the Coordinating Committee of Offi- 
cials is meeting as often as necessary and, when major 
plans and developments are under consideration, the 
Governor serves as chairman. 


Establish a committee to appraise the highway safety 
situation in the state and report to the Governor and 
the legislature at the earliest feasible time. 

Step up traffic law enforcement activities by (1) in- 
creasing the size of the highway patrol; (2) practicing 
selective enforcement; (3) using modern devices and 
techniques; and (4) improving accident investigations. 
Require that the state police use the uniform non-fix 
traffic ticket. 


Establish minimum fines and penalties for all types of 
serious traffic violations. 


Review license suspension and revocation procedures. 


Make certain that convictions and accident records of 
out-of-state drivers are being forwarded to their states 
of residence and that action is taken with respect to 
drivers convicted of violating traffic laws or involved 
in accidents in other states. 

Insure that the accident records program meets or ex- 
ceeds the standards recommended by the Action Pro- 
gram. 

Require that all judges hearing traffic cases report con- 
victions to the central state violations records unit. 
Hold annual conferences of various groups—judges, 
prosecutors and police—concerned with traffic cases. 


Insure that driver licensing procedures meet or exceed 
the revised standards to be issued in 1957 by the 
American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators. 


Institute a sound driver improvement program. 


Enact legislation to bring traffic laws into conformity 
with the rules of the road of the Uniform Vehicle Code. 
Enact enabling legislation to permit cities to adopt by 
reference a standard uniform traffic ordinance. 


Adopt as a minimum the stendards for vehicle equip- 
ment contained in the Uniform Vehicle Code and give 
similar attention to Minimum Standards for School Buses. 
Promote the offering in high schools of comprehensive 
traffic and driver education courses, including behind- 
the-wheel training, and consider the desirability of 
requiring, after a sufficient time, that all young drivers 
present evidence of their having completed an approved 
driver training course. 

Expond the public support program and make certain 
that (1) a functioning organization representing the en- 
tire community exists and (2) its program follows oper- 
ational patterns and techniques proven successful. 
Provide the funds necessary to implement all the ele- 
ments of a balanced program. 








Public Satety tor April, 1957 








These are the 27 Basic Steps of 
The Governor’s Conference Action Program 








It is Recommended That as Part of a Long-Range 
Program Every State: 


Make a thorough study of the organization and opera- 
tion of the highway patrol, the selection and training 
of personnel, and their supervision. 

Establish the motor vehicle department as an inde- 
pendent unit of state government having an equal 
status with other state departments or insure that there 
is close, continuing cooperation among department and 
agency heads responsible in any way for motor vehicle 
administration. 

Make every effort to recruit and retain additional high- 
way and traffic engineers and consider making avail- 
able to smaller municipalities the services of state 
traffic engineers. 

Establish a vehicle inspection program as soon as the 
other elements of an adequate over-all program have 
been developed and public support secured. 

Insure that the state department of education is utilizing 
every means of integrating and correlating instruction 
in safety in regular curriculum courses. 


Insure that colleges responsible for training teachers 
are taking steps to strengthen their safety education 
program. 

Examine the administrative organizations of all agen- 
cies responsible for aspects of the traffic safety problem 
to insure that they are adequate to handle their im- 
mense responsibilities. 

Determine if the traffic safety team is composed of 
qualified personnel selected through a merit system, 
technically trained individuals for key positions and 
competent department heads. 

Determine what further contributions the state can make 
to promote research on accident causes and prevention. 











who have been promoting uniform 
trafic laws to see the interest of the 
governors, but it is most disappoint- 
ing so far to note that, with the ex- 
ception of an introduction in New 
York last Monday for Chapter 11 of 
the Code, we have no record as yet 
of comprehensive introductions such 
as were made in recent years in Ari- 
zona, Rhode Island, Wyoming and 
West Virginia. The speaker, however, 
has reason to believe that some defi- 
nitely are on the way pending further 
development of public support and last 
minute compromise between the legis- 
lative draftsmen and the various sup- 
port groups. 

It should be pointed out that some 
governors mentioned uniform laws 
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without specific reference to special 
chapters of the Code. Therefore, be- 
cause uniform laws is a comprehensive 
recommendation, it may be more accu- 
rate to consider that each of the 15 
governors urging uniform laws in- 
tended to support also other categories 
of the Governors’ Conference Report. 
At this point, let me reiterate that 
there are more than 500 introductions 
pending in the states covering sections 
of the Code, many of which do not 
conform with it. 


Increased Budgets 
Fourteen governors recommended 
adequate appropriations to finance an 
expanded highway safety program. 
This most encouraging recommenda- 
tion of governors mostly urged larger 


budgets for state police, driver educa- 
tion and standard accident records. I 
regret to report the legislatures have 
done very little on this aspect, probably 
because so many are concerned with 
the larger problem of matching Fed 
eral grants in aid for highways. 


Vehicle Inspection 

Although but 6 governors specif- 
ically urged vehicle inspection, bills 
have been introduced in 20 states. 
Perhaps the most disappointing bill 
is H. 75 in West Virginia repealing 
periodic inspection. 

New Jersey has a bill creating a 
commission to study the advisability 
of continuing inspection. 

In Indiana, a bill appropriates 
$800,000 for inspection. Several states 
proposed passing along inspection re- 
sponsibility to the cities and towns. 
In Maryland, the House has passed 
an inspection bill for officially desig- 
nated private inspection stations, but 
the governor insists he wants state- 
owned or state-operated and a bill to 
this end is in the hopper. 


Equipment Requirements 

When the governors addressed their 
legislatures most of them, as previously 
indicated, referred to “engineering” 
for safety. A few seemed to imply 
engineering revisions in the vehicle as 
a means of more complete road safety. 
As is true in most years, legislative 
activity is particularly heavy concerning 
vehicle equipment requirements. 

Our survey shows that Chapter 12 
of the Code—Equipment of Vehicles 

-is very popular with legislatures in 
that approximately 300 bills are al- 
ready introduced. The wording of 
the Code, however, was not followed 
by the drafters in most instances. The 
outstanding exceptions to this are the 
new proposals for brake fluids and 
lower headlights—very popular this 
year. Bills on vehicle equipment cover 
almost every conceivable subject and 
some have the outward appearance of 
being nuisance bills. 


Miscellaneous 
Three governors referred to reci- 
procity in the exchange of accident 
records and 7 recommended improved 
accident records. At least 3 legisla- 
tures have replied with introductions. 
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. . . “good laws make good roads even better’. . . 


These are California, Massachusetts 


and North Dakota. 

While but one governor came out 
strongly for compulsory insurance, a 
half dozen states have had introduc- 
tions to date with more expected. 

The Uniform Code recommendation 
of financial responsibility is found in 
Connecticut and Georgia with more 
states expected. 

Truck size and weight regulations 
can be found in the introductions of 
many states with the following having 
uniform law proposals: California, 
Iowa, Maryland, Nebraska and West 
Virginia. 

There is a scattering of uniform 
legislation throughout the states on 
house trailers, bicycles, pedestrians, 
emergency vehicles, accident records, 
certificate of title, negligent homicide, 
definitions and parking. 

Uniform school bus legislation has 
been introduced in Colorado, Georgia 
and Massachusetts. 


Rules of the Road 

Good laws make good roads even 
better. In the opinion of most people 
in our business, Chapter 11 of the 
Uniform Vehicle Code—Rules of the 
Road—is probably the most essential 
legislation from the standpoint of 
safety and uniformity between the 
states. So far this year, over 200 
“Rules of the Road” hills have been 
introduced in 43 states. 

Speed restrictions seem to be the 
most popular article with a number of 
states setting maximum limits—-some 
five miles higher than the Code pro- 
vides for. Other states are picking up 
the new minimum speed restriction. 
At this early date, there already is 
indicated a swing from prima facie 
speed requirements to a statutory maxi- 
mum limit, but it is not universal. 


Another popular subject this year 
among the introductions is activity in 
the direction of overtaking, passing 
and turning requirements. California 
seems to lead the parade in getting 
away from the Code requirements and, 
in the East, Maryland and Massachu- 
setts appear to be leading in revising 
their rules to follow the Code. 

There have been a few introductions 
concerning right of way with particu- 
lar reference to the pedestrian. 

Article IX of Chapter 11—Reckless 
Driving, Driving While Intoxicated 


and Negligent Homicide—and Article 
X have already been commented on, 
as well as Article XI—DMiscellaneous 
Rules. 

In concluding on Rules of the Road, 
let me reiterate that New York so far 
has the only major bill on the subject. 
H. 2028 (Steingut) and S. 1596 
(Morton) would adopt Chapter 11 of 
the Uniform Vehicle Code. 


Conclusion 

The legislative year 1957 has been 
a busy one so far in the 43 states in 
session. Without a doubt the gov- 
ernors’ leadership in urging close legis- 
lative attention to many highway and 
safety matters has inspired the current 
activity. But we must not overlook 
the fact that behind this activity also 
are many months of study and prepa- 
ration by enlightened legislative and 
public support groups including public 
officials. 

We have all listened to expression 
of concern at the lack of compre- 
hensive bills in support of broader 
trafhc law uniformity. It is important 
to point out, I believe, that many 
comprehensive or omnibus bills have 
failed of passage in the past because 


of the activities of certain groups 
directed against a small portion of the 
whole package. Instead, this year, a 
number of states—and I believe quite 
wisely—have introduced numbers of 
separate pieces of legislation, each 
covering one subject. In the past, this 
approach has been a successful one 
because its method is somewhat like 
that of eating an elephant—you must 
cut it up in little pieces or you will 
strangle. 

Among the states using this ap- 
proach are Montana, Minnesota, Ne- 
vada, Utah, Washington, California, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Mary- 
land, Massachusetts, Georgia and 
others. It is expected that Florida, one 
of the two states not in regular ses- 
sion, will be very active this year. 

Good laws make good roads even 
better. The current job—if I may 
suggest it—for safety groups and pub- 
lic support organizations is to get into 
motion from positions of inertia and 
support with positive action those bills 
they stand for. Otherwise, a very 
small minority, who are never inert, 
will continue as obstructionists and 
delay the day of closer compliance 
with the Uniform Vehicle Code. 





Progress in Traffic Court Uniformity 


| penne of trathc courts in up- 
grading justice and furthering uni- 
formity was cited by James P. Econ- 
omos at the Traffic and Transportation 
Conference in Chicago early in Feb- 
ruary, 

He listed 57 recommendations for 
the guidance of trafic courts and pros- 
ecutors. They cover traffic laws, traf- 
fic courts, violations bureaus, traffic 
judges, prosecutors, defense counsel, 
procedure, the jury, appeals, conduct 
of a traffic court, punishing the traffic 
violator, the ‘‘fix,’’ records, conviction 
reporting, the justice of the peace 
court, qualifications and supervision, 
the fee system and salaries, and the 
administration of justice in the justice 
court. 

The 57 recommendations were ap- 
proved by the National Conference of 
Judicial Councils, the Section on Judi- 
cial Administration of the Junior Bar 
Conference, and the House of Dele- 
gates as and for the American Bar 


Association and the Committee on 
Judges and Prosecutors of the National 
Safety Council and the International 
Association of Chiefs of Police. 

Copies are available from James P. 
Economos, director, Traffic Court Pro- 
gram, American Bar Association, 1155 
East 60th Street, Chicago 37, III. 


Mr. Economos also pointed up the 
importance of the tentative draft of 
Model Rules of Traffic Court Proce- 
dure submitted for consideration of 
the Special Committee on Model Rules 
of Traffic Court Procedure of Section 
B of the National Conference of Com- 
missioners on Uniform State Laws at 
the 65th annual meettng of the organi- 
zation in Dallas, Texas in August. 


Most observers are in agreement that 
the primary problem in enforcement is 
suihealaies both in the policing phase 
and the establishment of uniform pro- 
cedures and penalties that will provide 
real deterrents to traffic law violators. 
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PUBLIC SUPPORT 


PROGRAMS BOOM 


Set up at local level, ‘‘grass roots’’ push 


for traffic accident prevention growing. 


FFICIALS in all 48 states have 

moved to Back the Attack on 
Traffic Accidents, implemented the 
National Safety Council's year-round 
traffic control and accident prevention 
program with moves on the local level 
to stem the tide of traffic accidents 
and death on America’s streets and 
highways. 

And media—the press, radio and 
television—have moved in, too, to 
step up public participation in the 
program. The Council's own publicity 
to the press, publications, radio and 
TV has been stepped-up, while the 
Advertising Council in launching the 
“Stop Accidents’” campaign for the 
National Safety Council, has made the 
Back the Attack on Traffic Accidents 
campaign its primary objective. As 
a result, public support for official 
action is being generated at the grass 
roots, and is being reflected in a 
lowered death toll. 


Biggest dividend of the Back the 
Attack on Traffic Accidents compaign 
is the promotion of safety organization 
throughout the land. Here are some 
of the early reports in this, the fourth 
month, of the Back the Attack cam- 
paign: 

As the core of its 1957 traffic safety 
activities, Kiwanis International is 
undertaking a program of encouraging 
the development of local safety or- 
ganizations, where none exist, and 
offering help to strengthen existing 
local safety groups. 


Kiwanis International will maintain 
a library of the films on the Action 
Program for Traffic Safety, developed 
by the President’s Committee for Traf- 
fic Safety. 

Local Kiwanis Clubs will be encour- 
aged to take the lead in developing 
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interest in local community organiza- 
tion and support, and to hold com- 
munity-wide meetings on the subject, 
at which appropriate films of the Ac- 
tion Program series can be utilized. 
Action guides for implementing the 
program have been developed. They 
include advice on how to use the 
Work Book on Community Organiza- 
tion in the various stages of arousing 
interest and bringing about enthusiasm 
for and participation in a local safety 
organization. 


Messrs. L. A. Hapgood, program 
director, and Robert Harrison of the 
Kiwanis Program Department, worked 
with: staff of the Council’s Field Serv- 
ice Department and the Public Educa- 
tion Division of the Traffic and Trans- 
portation Conference in development 
of the program guides and aids for 
use by Kiwanis state, district, and local 
officials and safety committees. Kiwanis 
safety programs are carried on through 
their Public and Business Affairs Com- 
mittees. 


The U. S. Junior Chamber of 
Commerce calls its community partici- 
pation program for 1957, ‘Muster for 
Safety.” It suggests Jaycee help in 
conducting community-wide meetings 
to appraise and aid in meeting safety 
needs. The program material includes 
suggested meeting invitation letters, 
sample agenda, suggested opening re- 
marks or introductory material — all 
tied in with program guides for back- 
ing the attack on traffic accidents. 


Automotive Booster Clubs Inter- 
national, an organization of auto sales 
people, has issued its own safety pro- 
gram planning guide. They suggest 
to their safety committees that speakers 
stress the promotion of the Action 
Program for traffic safety and the 


necessity of having strong local citizen 
safety organizations. 

Lions International, long active in 
promoting trafic safety activities 
among member clubs and Rotary, both 
have adapted the Council’s Back the 
Attack program for use by their or- 
ganizations at the local level. While 
the women have gotten into the act 
via activities of Altrusa, Business and 
Professional Women's clubs and 
General Federation of Women’s 


Clubs. 


Business and industry have lent their 
aid to the program. The automobile 
manufacturers have gotten out the 
word as well as the national dealers’ 
organization, NADA. One particular 
example (General Motors Corp.) 
highlights this promotion. More than 
half a million Cadillac owners received 
a Back the Attack on Traffic Accidents 
message in a full color, direct mail 
piece sent out in February. The theme 
—‘Back the Attack on Traffic Acci- 
dents—through better personal driv- 
ing’’—was carried under the dealer 
imprint space of the richly illustrated 
service brochure. The spring mailing 
to the same 575,000 owners will carry 
a safety-check message from the Inter- 
Industry Highway Safety Committee. 

General Foods, mammoth food 
wholesalers, featured the Back the At- 
tack bombshell symbol in a story by 
Mike Paschkes, editor, in the Decem- 
ber issue of GF-News, monthly report 
for General Foods people, relating his 
own experience behind the wheel in 
a feature article, “How I almost be- 
came a statistic.” 

And Associated Transport of New 
York, one of the nation’s largest truck- 
ing firms, developed their own leaflet, 
“What's BTAOTA Anyway?’ mailed 
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. . . Connecticut: 7 million letterheads at a cost of $8.62... 


it to their 3,000 professional drivers 
and their supervisory and terminal per- 
sonnel in 66 major cities ir 14 eastern 
states. The mailing urged ATA per- 
sonnel to join with the company and 
the Council in making the December 
program effective and to put it to 
work throughout 1957. 


To further drive home the message, 
ATA’s private two-way radio networks 
in key cities were used to pump out 
hourly spot announcements, especially 
during December, to point up the 
urgency of using care and caution in 


traffic. 


REA’s Hammell Joins Up 

And A. L. Hammell, president of 
Railway Express Agency, asked em- 
ployees of the company to help in 
reducing traffic accidents throughout 
1957. In a full-page message in The 
Express Messenger for February, he 
told REA employees: “Back the At- 
tack, the general theme of the National 
Safety Council's new campaign means 
just what it says—an all-out war 
against traffic accidents, Our Company, 
through its bulletin boards, mailings 
to your homes and The Express Mes- 
renger, is making every effort to em- 
phasize the necessity of reducing the 
terrible waste of human life on our 
streets and highways. 

“Railway Express drivers have an 
excellent reputation for safe and cour- 
teous driving. Those of us who drive 
after working hours also have an obli- 
gation to exercise this same care and 
politeness. Perhaps our role is even 
more important, for it is after working 
hours that most auto accidents occur. 


“Drive safely—don't speed—obey 
all road signs—expect and make allow- 
ances for the reckless and careless 
actions of others, and, above all, fol- 
low the rules of common courtesy. As 
express men and women we must do 
more than Back the Attack—we must 
lead it.” 

Official groups, public support agen- 
cies such as NSC chapters and others 
throughout the country developed pro- 
gram and support for traffic safety 
during the first quarter of 1957. In the 
east, interest was high. The Back the 
Attack imprint began popping up on 
stationery and official bulletins. 


Connecticut, where a balanced, 
comprehensive program of traffic con- 
trol and accident prevention has long 
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IN THE EAST: FULL-SCALE SUPPORT 


been in effect, was in the forefront 
of the battle against death on the 
highway. Governor Abraham Ribicoff 
requested 126 state departments to use 
the Back the Attack on Traffic Acci- 
dents imprint on letterheads through- 
out 1957. It is estimated that this 
will cover approximately 7 million 
letterheads at a cost to the state of 
$8.62 for negative and plate. Marcus 
Baker, forms management supervisor, 
and Commissioner Joseph M. Lough- 
lin, Department of Finance and Con- 
trol, initiated the action. 


The Connecticut Highway Safety 
Commission is spearheading the Back 
the Attack on Traffic Accidents pro- 
gram throughout the state, working 
with 169 local communities; 50 state 
departments; two AAA affiliates; seven 
outdoor advertising companies; the 
Motor Transport Association of Con- 
necticut, Inc.; The Connecticut Petro- 
leum Industries Committee; Connecti- 
cut Automotive Trades, and 35 other 
public support groups. 

New York moved to a coordinated 
official program in a series of steps 
which depend on legislative action for 
fruition. In the first of these, Richard 
I. Kahl, formerly director of research 
for the New York State Joint Legis- 
lative Committee on Motor Vehicle 
Problems, in an impressive report to 
Governor Harriman, spelled out the 
essential steps for an effective program 
of traffic safety.. Governor Harriman 
followed these up with his own mes- 
sage to the Legislature, asking that 
official action be taken to provide the 
needed legislation on nine major 
fronts, covering the basic requirements 
of the Governors’ Conference Action 
Program. 

Mr. Kahl’s report was based on a 
study of Connecticut's highway safety 
activities, made at the request of New 
York officials. In it he said, ‘Clearly 
the lesson learned from a study in 
Connecticut is that the most important 
thing over the long haul is to build 
an administrative machinery capable 
of conducting a continuing effective 
program for traffic safety. This must 
come first, and only then should we 
give emphasis to any particular detail 
of the program.” 


The report cited the first need as 
a strong and independent motor ve- 


hicle administration, top-level continu- 
ing coordination and direction of the 
state’s official traffic safety program by 
a Governor’s Traffic Safety Coordinat- 
ing Commission with staff, offices, 
facilities and funds commensurate with 
its responsibilities, plus an official ef- 
fort to spur formation and mainte- 
nance of a statewide public support 
organization. 

Mr. Kahl’s report also outlined the 
basic needs for traffic control and acci- 
dent prevention similar to those out- 
lined in the Action Program and tail- 
ored to fit the needs of the Empire 
State. 

And the Commercial Vehicle Sec- 
tion of the Greater New York Safety 
Council by executive committee resolu- 
tion announced that its members, com- 
prising a large segment of fleet opera- 
tors in the metropolitan New York 
City area heartily endorsed the Back 
the Attack campaign. 

In a letter from Fred A. Mermann, 
chairman, to General G. C. Stewart, 
executive vice president of the Na- 
tional Safety Council, they stated: 
“The Commercial Vehicle Section’s 
members, one and all—safety direc- 
tors, fleet safety engineers, supervisors 
and superintendents—pledge their en- 
thusiastic support to public officials in 
stepping up the attack against the 
careless and irresponsible motorist. 
They also pledge their full support 
in Backing the Attack within the limits 
of their facilities and abilities.” 

Massachusetts has been developing 
public support for the state’s official 
trafic safety program. The Bay State 
has for years been one of the proving 
grounds of the Action Program and its 
death rate shows what can be accom- 
plished by a balanced comprehensive 
official program backed by the public 
to meet the complex traffic problem. 

But Massachusetts is not resting on 
its laurels. Even as you read these 
lines, 3,000 business leaders and heads 
of industry are joining with safety 
engineers, plant managers and highway 
safety authorities in the 38th annual 
Massachusetts Safety Conference in 
Boston. This meeting, sponsored by 
the Massachusetts Safety Council, the 
Safety Council of Western Massachu- 
setts, and the Worcester County Safety 
Conference, will feature an all-day pro- 
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. . . Indiana’s Governor Handley: ‘“‘We’re going to lead”. . . 


gtam of the 11th annual Massachusetts 
Governor's Highway Safety Confer- 
ence, coordinated by the Registry of 
Motor Vehicles. 

To point up the urgency of the 
traffic accident problem, Governor 
Foster Furcolo and Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Arthur T. Vanderbilt will be 
featured speakers at the Governor's 
Conference luncheon. 

One instance of how Massachusetts 
has tied in with the Council’s Back the 
Attack on Traffic Accidents program 
shows up in a series of full-page ad- 
vertisements run in the Springfield 


Sunday Republican by the Safety Coun- 
cil of Western Massachusetts and 
sponsored by leading business and 
insurance firms 


In Pennsylvania, the Lehigh Valley 
Safety Council is pushing the Back the 
Attack on Traffic Accidents program 
as its number one traffic objective for 
1957. By mid-February Harold A. 
Seward reported they had distributed 
100,000 pamphlets explaining the pro- 
gram, 10,000 dashboard stickers, 1,500 
bumper strips and 1,500 posters plus 
thousands of additional traffic safety 
items. 





THE MIDDLE WEST: 


Indiana’s Governor Harold W. 
Handley set out to rally Hoosier public 
support for a stepped-up attack on the 
causes of traffic accidents, lined up the 


SAFETY’S HOT NEWS 


Huber, State Traffic Safety Director, is 
enlisting public support for the state's 
official traffic safety program, and the 
word has gone out that Governor 


INDIANA’S HANDLEY AND AIDE 
Governor adds Robert L. McMahan as commissioner of motor vehicles. 


Hoosier official traffic safety team in 
an all-out nonpartisan effort to check 
accidents and death on the highways. 


Governor Handley recently named 
Robert L. McMahan as Indiana’s com- 
missioner of motor vehicles. This 53- 
year-old attorney, expert on taxes and 
revenue, and successful Hoosier mer- 
chant, rounds out the Indiana traffic 
safety team. 

The Indiana Office of Traffic Safety, 
under the direction of Albert E. 
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Handley has put top priority on the 
reduction of traffic accidents, is push- 
ing for legislative help for high school 
driver education, periodic motor ve- 
hicle inspection and driver re-examina- 
tion to put Indiana in the top spot 
nationally in the all-out drive against 
death on the highway. 


The Hoosier off-job accident traf- 
fic program is being stepped up via 
efforts of the Indiana State Police 
under the direction of Superintendent 


Harold S. Zeiss, and executive officer 
Major Paul T. Beverforden, while the 
Indiana Traffic Safety Foundation has 
joined in the effort to link business 
and industry to the Governor's traffic 
safety program. 

Indiana’s school buses, meanwhile, 
are setting new records in moving 
Hoosier school children efficiently and 
safely, as Wilbur Young, Indiana's 
superintendent of public instruction, 
ties in the efforts of his office with 
that of the Governor. Last year, Wil- 
bur Young moved to provide drivers 
of school buses in Indiana with the 
complete transportation services of the 
National Safety Council, including the 
National Safety Council’s Safe Driver 
Award, “the highest award for pro- 
fessional, safe driving performance,” 
and put the Hoosier State’s school bus 
program safety in the forefront na- 
tionally as a model for other states 
to emulate. 


In Illinois, Governor William G. 
Stratton has passed the word that all 
Illinois departments must cooperate in 
putting the basic recommendations of 
the Action Program to work. Erring 
drivers, meanwhile are feeling the 
effects of the safety program developed 
by Secretary of State Charles F. Car- 
pentier. Repeaters are having their 
licenses suspended or revoked to re- 
move the reckless from Illinois high- 
ways. 

And in Cook County, President 
Daniel Ryan, of the Cook County 
Board of Commissioners, rallied the 
support of the Cook County Traffic 
Safety Commission to Back the Attack 
on Traffic Accidents. Long interested 
in traffic accident prevention, President 
Ryan has been a prime mover in the 
development of expressways, engineer- 
ing assistance to communities which 
cannot afford the assistance of traffic 
engineers, and the development of 
school safety programs. Recently at 
a dinner of the Cook County Traffic 
Safety Commission held at the Sherman 
Hotel, Chicago,- Mr. Ryan told 500 
suburban mayors, police chiefs, magis- 
trates and others interested in highway 
safety that traffic control and accident 
prevention is a must. “When death 
comes close, it is frightfully real. All 
of a sudden we realize that highway 
safety is a most serious problem for 
you, for me and everyone else.” 
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THE MIDDLE WEST: SAFETY’S HOT NEWS 








C. William 


In Ohbio, 
O'Neill is pushing legislation for a 
comprehensive highway safety program 
that will put Ohio in line with the 


Governor 


recommendations of the Governor's 
Conference Action Program, and en- 
able public support groups to team 
up to make these laws effective on the 
local level. 

Tom Horner's potent editorial, 
“Empty Shoes,” reprinted from the 
Akron Beacon Journal, has been widely 
distributed throughout the state by 
public support groups, which have 
used the theme in a 32-page booklet 
prepared under the auspices of the 
Governor's Trafhic Safety Committee. 


The “Empty Shoes” theme is used 
to break down a six-point legislative 
program for action, and effectively 
demonstrates the tremendous support 
from officials throughout Ohio. The 
six points are: Driver improvement 

a point system; motor vehicle in- 
spection; driver education program for 
high schools; licensing of adult driver 
training schools; an increase in the 
number of State Highway Patrolmen, 
and an increase.in the number of 
Driver License Examiners. 

Wisconsin tee-ed off on its Back the 
Attack program in December. And it 
paid of oth an 18 per cent reduction 
in trafic deaths. This so impressed 
Governor Vernon W. Thompson that 
he has given the green light for a 
full-scale attack on the causes of acci- 





dents, called on the newly organized 
State Highway Patrol to team up with 
other official agencies for a coordinated 
traffic accident prevention program. 


With this official blessing, the Safety 
Division of the Wisconsin Motor Ve- 
hicle Department distributed Back the 
Attack materials to all 58 Wisconsin 
cities of more than 5,000 population, 
and to the traffic authorities in each 
of the state’s 71 counties. Commis- 
sioner Melvin O. Larson called public 
officials and civic leaders together in 
Milwaukee to develop, in workshop 
sessions, workable solutions to the 
problems involved in making safety 
education, law enforcement, engineer- 
ing, Organization and analysis effective 
in the field of traffic safety. 











IN THE SOUTH: ONLY 


THE OLD RELIABLES 








In Virginia, the Governor's High- 
way Safety Committee is teaming up 
with the National Safety Council in 
making the Back the Attack on Traffu 
Accidents campaign effective. Long 
active in the effort to enroll every 
Virginia city in the Council’s Annual 
Inventory of Traffic Safety Activities 

the yardstick for the Action Pro- 
gram, the Committee, according to 
Hiram W. Smith, executive secretary, 
will continue its drive to develop a 
comprehensive, balanced trafic control 
and accident prevention program at the 
grass roots. 

Virginia’s Governor Stanley is 
chairman of the Governor's Confer- 
ence and vitally interested in seeing 
to it that his state moves promptly to 
effect the recommendations of the 
Governor's Action Program. Indica- 
tive of his interest in traffic safety is 
the fact that he served as principal 
speaker at the day-long Youth Con- 
ference held late in February at Arling- 
ton, where delegates from 21 high 
schools in Northern Virginia met to 
discuss traffic safety problems, came 
up with resolutions mighty like their 
elders. 

The Conference was one of a dozen 
monthly programs of the League for 
Safety Education, which Mrs. Randall 
Wade Everett, Jr., of Arlington, is 
chairman, and coordinates the efforts 
of the Arlington Safety Council, Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs, Northern 
Virginia Association of Insurance 
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Agents, Metropolitan Gasoline Re- 
tailers Association, Ministerial Asso- 
ciation, Junior Chamber of Commerce, 
Civitan, Lions and Optimist clubs, to 
work with police and other official 
agencies to effect accident reduction 
and prevention. 

The Tennessee Safety Council is 
backing Governor Frank Goad Clem- 
ents’ official Back the Attack on Traffic 
Accidents campaign to the hilt. Presi- 
dent George E. Miller has called on 
member agencies of the Tennessee 
Safety Council to enlist in the fight 
of official state agencies to slash the 
trafhc toll on Tennessee streets and 
highways. “Commissioner Hilton But- 
ler, of the Tennessee Department 
of Public Safety, needs active, local 
public support if the state’s traffic 
control and accident prevention pro- 
gram is to be really effective,” Presi- 
dent Miller said. “There aren’t enough 
police in Tennessee to enforce laws 
effectively that fail to generate public 
acceptance and support,” he added. 
“Trafic laws, providing as they do, 
for our safety on streets and highways, 
are worthy of public support. In 
fact, the public is usually way ahead 
of enforcement efforts.” 

Mr. Miller is city manager of Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee, and was formerly 
assistant director of the National Safety 
Council’s Traffic and Transportation 
Division, and a recognized authority 
on the subject of traffic law enforce- 
ment. 





THE FAR WEST 
Pushing the Inventory 











California safety organizations have 
lined up to demonstrate public support 
for Governor Goodwin J. Knight's 
legislative program for safety. Cali- 
fornia’s Governor outlined the princi- 
pal budgetary, manpower and other 
necessities in his message to the legis- 
lature. Representatives of various satety 
organizations pledged their backing at 
a meeting where state and local safety 
officials heard W. A. Huggins, execu- 
tive secretary of the Governor's Traffic 
Safety Commission, explain that Cali- 
fornia must make progress on the 
legislative front before it can  satis- 
factorily tackle its highway traffic 
problems. 

They included: Joseph M. Kaplan, 
manager of the Greater Los Angeles 
Chapter of the National Safety Coun- 
cil; Earl F. Campbell, director of the 
California Safety Foundation, and 
Willard Marsh, president of the Fresno 
Safety Council—all 1 pe ag in a 
panel on the subject of safety legisla- 
tion. 

The ten cities in the Eastbay Chap- 
ter area, NSC, have stepped up activi- 
ties in connection. with the Annual 
Inventory of Traffic Safety Activities 
conducted by the National Safety 
Council to measure performance in 
applying the Action Program locally. 
Across the Bay, the San Francisco 
Chapter of the National Safety Council 

To Page 36 
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DRIVER LICENSING 





MEDICAL ASPECTS OF 
TRAFFIC ACCIDENT PREVENTION 








Recommendations of 125 Authorities for Establishing New Men- 


tal and Physical Driver Licensing Requirements Summarized. 
New York Medical Group Pushes Stricter Exams for Drivers. 








| opened yep by 125 
leading medical and traffic safety 
authorities for establishing new mental 
and physical driver licensing require- 
ments have been published in the New 
York State Journal of Medicine. 


The proposals are contained in the 
report of the Symposium on Medical 
Aspects of Motor-Vehicle Accident 
Prevention held last spring (May 23, 
1956) at the New York University- 
Bellevue Medical Center. 

Co-sponsored by the University’s 
Center for Safety Education and the 
NYU-Bellevue Medical Center, this 
pioneer conference was held in co- 
operation with the New York 
Academy of Medicine's Commit- 
tee on Public Health, the New 
York Industrial Medical Society, 
and several county medical soci- 
eties. 

Participants divided into three 
major groups to consider (1) psy- 
chiatric- psychologic aspects, (2) 
organic medical aspects, and (3) 
drug and chemical aspects. Their 
principal conclusions and recom- 
mendations follow: 

1. Driver attitudes and personality 

characteristics are a major fac- 
tor in traffic accidents; research 


in this area mus¢ be continued 
and intensified. 

2. If alcohol is detected by chemi- 
cal tests when a driver is in- 
volved in an accident, or if he 
refuses to take a test, a demerit 
mark should be placed on his 
driving record. In a second 
accident, if alcohol is again 
detected, or if the driver again 
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refuses to take a test, his license 
should be indefinitely suspended and 
his drinking habits investigated by 
a clinician appointed by the authori- 
ties. 

3. Qualifying medical examinations 
should be mandatory before the first 
issuance of a license to an individual. 
Periodic screening and other types of 
examinations are desirable for older 
people. 

4. Persons with any of 14 cardiovascular 
conditions, ranging from severe di- 
minished cardiac reserve to fixed hy- 
pertension above 180/100, should be 
disqualified as drivers. 

5. Individuals subject to epilepsy and 
other conditions that bring about 
transient lapse of consciousness or loss 
of motor control should be period- 
ically examined to determine their fit- 








THE FULL REPORT 


Worth reading by those interested 
in the problems of driver licensing is 
the full report of the symposium held 
at NYU's Bellevue Medical Center 
last year. 

Their findings, as summarized on 
these pages, are a challenge to the 
licensing authorities, faced as they 
are with the dread portent of 90 mil- 
lion drivers by 1965. Undoubtedly 
many of the findings of this group 
will be reflected in official action in 
the years ahead. 

Recommendations of all the com- 
mittees are included in the 32-page 
report. Reprints of the ssncailias 
can be purchased from the New York 
University Center for Safety Educa- 
tion, Washington Square, New York. 











ness to drive, and the driver licensing 
authority should have the assistance 
of a panel of specialists for purposes 
of evaluation. 

The minimum visual requirements for 
private car operation should be a 
correctible visual acuity to 20/40 
Snellen in one (the better) eye and a 
form field of 70° in the horizontal 
meridian in each eye, or 140° in one 
eye, with visicn to be re-examined 
every three years. 

Certain conditions of the head and 
neck, diseases of the thoracic cage, 
limited functions of arms and legs, 
and certain conditions of the spine 
should be considered as precluding 
the safe operation of motor vehicles. 


Drug and Chemical Aspects 
Many commonly used drugs, includ- 


ing tranquilizers and antihista- 
mines, may have a harmful effect 
on automobile drivers. 

In the report's summary of con- 
clusions reached by the various 
conference workshop groups, Dr. 
Herman E. Hilleboe, New York 
state commissioner of health, 
states: “With the advent of the 
era of miracle drugs we face an 
additional problem in traffic safety. 
Many times, ordinary dosages of 
these drugs will affect temporarily 
but adversely the driving ability 
of the patient.” 

Recommendations of the con- 
ference’s committee on drug and 
chemical aspects include the fol- 
lowing: 

1. That further research be con- 
ducted on the psychologic and 
physiologic effects of commonly 
used drugs and on their rela- 
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DRIVER LICENSING 





. . . today’s traffic calls for maximum driving skills . . . 


tionships to automobile driver be- 
havior. 


. That the medical profession be edu- 
cated in adapting prescriptions of 
such drugs to the occupation of the 
patient and in giving patients proper 
warning of possible effects on driving. 
That the public be educated to the 
fact that many medicines, not just 
a few, have effects on automobile 
driving. 

That research be conducted on the 
possibility of legal control of use of 
drugs in relation to driving. 


Psychiatric-Psychologic Aspects 

Attitude tests to uncover aggressive- 
ness, irresponsibility, resentment 
against authority, and other ‘“unde- 
sirable characteristics that may be evi- 
denced on the road” are urged in the 
report. 

A 28-man committee, headed by Dr. 
Herbert S. Gaskill, director of psychi- 
atric services at the University of Colo- 
rado Medical Center, concentrated on 
the psychiatric-psychologic aspects. 
They stated: “General agreement was 
reached that driver attitudes and per- 
sonality characteristics have a major 
role in the causation of traffic acci- 
dents and that research in this area 
should be continued and intensified.” 

Among the 15 specific recommenda- 
tions for research made by the con- 
ference are two dealing with the 
psychiatric-psychologic aspects: 

1. Studies should be undertaken of the 

duration and extent of disability in 
various psychiatric and neurologic 
diseases. 
Psychiatric-psychologic research cen- 
ters should be set up to develop 
technics that would assist licensing 
authorities in the assessment of the 
mental and emotional fitness of driver 
license applicants. 

The report also recommends further 
study of possible restrictions on the 
licensing of individuals with histories 
of mental illness. 


Organic Medical Aspects 
The committee on organic medical 
aspects of traffic accident prevention 
recommended mandatory medical ex- 
aminations for drivers applying for 
their first license and also directed spe- 
cial attention to older drivers, 


The committee's report states that 
“periodic screening saboties types of 
examinations are desirable for older 
people” and that “‘studies should be 
made to determine the types of exam- 


BY 1965 


Source: President's Highway Advisory Committee and Automobile Manufacturers’ Assn 








INPOINTING the tremendous increase in the number of motor 
p vehicles in the United States, C. D. Curtis, commissioner of Public 
Roads, estimated that more than 80 million cars, trucks and buses 
would travel 814 billion miles in 1965. Editor's Note: And, if we 
don't slash the death rate, we will kill 52,000 in traffic, too! 








ination, periodicity of examination, and 
ages at which such examination should 
be mandatory.” 


Any driver responsible for a police- 
investigated accident should, in the 
opinion of the committee, have his 
license suspended until the driver li- 
censing authority ‘‘is satisfied that the 
individual’s physical and mental status 
is satisfactory for operating a motor 
vehicle.” 

The report also includes proposals 
from subcommittees on (1) cardio- 
vascular diseases, (2) neurological dis- 
orders, (3) visual standards, (4) audi- 
tory standards, and (5) orthopedic 
standards. 


The following conclusions of the 
Symposium deal with organic medical 
aspects: 

1. There is need fi 


omprehensive data 
on the effects of 


rganic disease and 


the aging process on the motor-ve- 
hicle accident rate. 


Studies should be made to determine 
specific organic disabilities that limit 
the ability of individuals to drive 
safely. 

There is need for an adequate collec- 
tion of medical data in accident cases 
in order to determine the relationship 
of physical condition to accident 
causation. 


The traffic safety records of cardiac 
patients should compared with 
those of noncardiac individuals and 
evaluation made of all data related 
to specific cardiac defects. 


Research should be undertaken to 


establish the role of depth perception, 


muscle balance, and visual and per- 
ceptual reaction time in the causation 
of motor-vehicle accidents. 

A study should be made of the driv- 
ing record of veterans who are ampu- 
tees or have other orthopedic dis- 
abilities and operate automobiles with 
special equipment. 
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WINTER DRIVING HAZARDS 





OPERATION LOWDOWN 








Smaller tires checked for winter driving per- 
formance by NSC Researchers at Pine Lake site. 
Council reports little appreciable difference 
between new, smaller tires and larger ones. 








CICLES and frigid northern breezes 
were background and mood music 

as a group of scientific skidders—top 
Detroit test drivers, engineers, college 
professors and public officials—during 
the last two weeks in January com- 
pleted a ten-day research project to 
make winter driving safer in 37 snow- 
belt states. 

The research project was an under- 
taking of the Committee on Winter 
Driving Hazards of the National 
Safety Council, and its main objective 
was to test the difference, if any, in 
stopping, traction and cornering abil- 
ity of the lower-looking cars using 14- 
inch wheels and tires, as compared 
with 15-inch tires which have been 
standard for several years. 

While all formal conclusions can- 
not be announced until data has been 
carefully studied by the Council’s 
Committee on Winter Driving 
Hazards (The full Committee 
numbers 32 members located coast 
to coast), it was no secret in the 
Pine Lake testing grounds at Clin 
tonville, Wis., that 1957 cars, tires 
and tire chains perform as well or 
better on ice and snow as their 
older, larger counterparts. 

Other questions to be deter- 
mined in a study of the test data 
cover braking distances, pulling 
traction and cornering abilities 
covering these phases of perform- 
ances: Effects of various tire pres- 
sures; comparative aid of snow 
tires and help of reinforced tire 
chains; effect of locking differen- 
tials; effect of smaller wheels and 
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lower bodies in deep snow of various 
depths. 

Facts that can now be made public 
follow: 

1. Reducing the pressure of modern 
tires below the recommended normal, 
long believed to give more traction and 
to lessen danger of skidding, is a fal- 
lacy. Tests show sub-normal pressures 
make it worse, because treads buckle 
up in the middle and only outside 
edges of tire remain on road surface 
to help you stop or go. 

2. Locking, or power-dividing dif- 
ferentials are an aid for traction be- 
cause power is transferred to the rear 
wheel having most traction on road 
surface. When both wheels are on a 
snowy or icy grade, however, they can 
still spin and you may need tire chains. 

3. Snow tires are improving, but 


reinforced tire chains are still best for 
reliable stop and go traction on hard 
packed snow or ice. 

Early arrivals among the 44-man 
NSC sponsored researchers really had 
a taste of frigid weather. A prolonged 
cold wave had sent the mercury skid- 
ding to 10, 16 and 18 degrees below 
zero for about ten days straight. The 
zero blast subsided the weekend the 
tests were scheduled to begin. 

In a way, the subzero seige and 
weather change were fortunate for the 
ice on Pine Lake was thick enough 
for testing tanks. 

Then an unseasonal thaw began 
Saturday, January 19. A thick fog set 
in and grounded air travel and made 
highway travel treacherous. Monday 
morning the temperature was in the 
low 30’s all day and about an inch of 

water covered the testing area on 








“Kt 


Pine Lake, site of NSC winter tests. 





top of the ice. Officials at the site 
were disappointed at the unex- 
pected delay. 

Standing in the water and see- 
ing visibility cut to almost noth- 
ing, they looked hopefully for a 
change. 

It came, but not fast enough to 
allow testing to begin on Tuesday, 
January 22. By Wednesday morn- 
ing, however, the cold which had 
set in overnight, had frozen every- 
thing solid. The thaw proved a 
blessing in disguise, when the 
water froze on the ice base it 
proved a perfect testing surface. 

Once the testing was underway, 
the lost time was soon regained. 
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WINTER DRIVING HAZARDS 


.. . out of the deep freeze 


Several Chevrolets and one Plymouth, 
all new models, were kept constantly 
busy on the ice. As soon as a car fin 
ished its forward and return tests, the 
driver wheeled it over to the storage 
trailer where a crew quickly changed 
tires, or made what changes were nec- 
essary for the following test runs. 
Tires were changed in about two min- 
utes’ time, putting the crews in almost 
the same class as the pit crews in the 
Indianapolis Speedway classics. 


3000 Measurements 

Thermometers were placed on the 
record temperatures 
Biggest problem with these the first 
few days of testing was that ‘helpful’ 
spectators kept picking them up and 
returned them to the engineers, think- 
ing they were dropped by mistake. 
The crews were invariably polite, 
thanked the ‘‘helpful’’ ones and 
quietly put them back. 


ice to surface 


In the seven days of actual testing 
16 sets of tires were put through their 
paces. Four sets of control tires were 
used and ten sets of 14” new tires 
were used by the researchers 


Each day the 16 sets were each put 
through a series of three test runs on 
each of which ten measurements were 
made. The average number of test 
measurements a day ran approximately 
i80 and in the seven days more than 
3,000 measurements were taken. 


The tests were conducted under 








PIT CREWS IN TH 


came scientific data .. . 


E DEEP FREEZE 


They had all the zip of the crews in the Indianapolis Classic. 


ideal conditions with an air tempera- 
ture ranging from —6° to 20°. 
Professor Archie H. Easton, of the 
University of Wisconsin, is chairman 
of the Council’s Committee on Winter 
Driving Hazards. Test chairmen in 
charge of the Pine Lake research pro- 
ject included: Tedd Sapp, Akron, 
Ohio, tire engineer of B. F. Good- 
rich Co., in charge of traction tests; 
Walter B. Lasher, Jr., York Pa., trac- 
tion engineer of American Chain & 
Cable Co., was in charge of braking 
tests; Wade C. Johnson, Akron, Ohio, 
of the Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., 
cornering tests; William F. Petring, 
Washington, D. C., engineer, U. S. 
Bureau of Public Roads, in charge of 


QUICK CHANGE ARTISTS 


A flip of the wrist and the cars were on the move again. 


test records and data analysis, and 
Bellman Jones, Chicago public rela- 
tions man, handled information. 


Researchers All 
Others who participated in the Pine 
Lake tests and in the research on the 
snow covered roads around Clinton- 
ville were: Dan Reynolds, Chicago, 
director traffic operations div., Na- 
tional Safety Council; Melvin O. Lar- 
son, Madison, commissioner of Motor 
Vehicles, R. C. Salisbury, Madison, 
director of State Safety Div.; Wayne 
Volk, Wisconsin traffic engineer; J. E. 
P. Darrell, St. Paul, Minnesota, traffic 
engineer; Roy Haeusler, Detroit, safety 
engineer, Chrysler Corp.; Fred Bloom, 
Detroit, tire engineer, Ford Motor Co., 
John H. King, Washington, D. C., 
Automobile Manufacturers Assn.; Ross 
G. Wilcox, Chicago, street and high- 
way bureau, Portland Cement Assn.; 
George Flint, New York, Rubber 
Manufacturers Assn.; R. L. Ekstrand, 
Chicago, National Assn. of Chain 
Manufacturers; Edward Emond, Chi- 
cago, director of safety for Armour & 
Co.; Lyman ("Red") Daniels, test 
driver, G,.M. Proving Grounds; Miss 
Jeanne Smith, Detroit, safety consult- 
ant for Dodge; W. J,. Sturm, Stevens 
Point, Wis., safety technician for 
Hardware Mutuals; George Constan- 
takis, Detroit, U.S. Rubber Co.; Neil 
Darmstaedter, Washington, D. C., 
American Trucking Assn.; William G. 
Elliot, engineer, Washington, U.S. 
Bureau of Public Roads, and Ray Hill, 
Chicago, National Safety Council. 
THE END 
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BACK THE ATTACK 





THE POSTAL SERVICE 


Safety Means Efficient Service Plus 


HE United States Post Office De- 

partment is making accident pre- 
vention a top priority in all postal 
installations. And the postal service is 
finding that an accident-free operation 
is an efficient one, in expediting han- 
dling and delivery of mail, and more 
importantly, in developing a local ap- 
preciation of the Post Office Depart- 
ment’s fine services, as postal officials 
and local postmasters participate in 
traffic safety efforts with local civic and 
governmental agencies. 

Postmaster General Arthur E. Sum- 
merfield has scored a hit with state and 
local traffic safety officials, safety coun- 
cil executives and civic organizations 
via his four-point program of helping 
the Department meet the challenge 
presented by President Eisenhower to 
step up the attack on traffic accidents. 


Department Goes All Out 

The Postmaster General enlisted the 
65,000 vehicles and more than 90,000 
drivers of the Post Office Department 
in the Council’s Back the Attack on 
Traffic Accidents campaign, called on 
the more than 37,000 postmasters and 
postal officials throughout the Nation 
to accept posts of leadership in making 
it effective. 

Acting Postmaster General Maurice 
H. Stans, in a statement implementing 
the Postmaster General’s original bul- 
letin to all postal installations, out- 
lined this four-point program: 

“1. The Post Office Department's 
half million employees have been given 
notice to extend full participation 
through publication of material in the 
Postal Bulletin. 

“2. A letter will be issued to each 
of the more than 90,000 postal drivers, 
explaining Back the Attack, and out- 
lining specific ways in which they can 
help. 

“3. Postmasters, regional and dis- 
trict officials, as well as other postal 
personnel, have been advised to be 
ready to accept positions of leadership 
and to assist in every possible connec- 
tion with the work of local traffic safety 
committees. 

“4, Contests, awards and promo- 
tional program, furthering the Back- 
the-Attack idea, are being developed 
for and by postal personnel all over 
the nation.” 
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“We feel,’ Mr. Stans commented, 
“that the new campaign presents the 
greatest opportunity for all citizens to 
participate in the most effective traffic 
safety drive in American history.” 


Postmaster General's Awards 

Just last week, Postmaster GeneraP 
Summerfield announced that seven re- 
gions of the Post Office Department 
have been awarded the new “‘Post- 
master General’s Motor Vehicle Safety 
Awards” on the basis of motor vehicle 
safety achievements last year. 

It is interesting to note that the 
seven regions picked by the Postmaster 
General on the basis of their 1956 
trafic accident prevention record are 
also tops in participation in the Back 
the Attack program. The regions in- 
clude Atlanta, Dallas, Denver, Minne- 
apolis, St. Louis, Washington and 
Wichita. They cover all or part of 25 
states, two territories and the District 
of Columbia. 

In making these comparisons, let us 
first list the regions winning awards 
for safety records better than the over- 
all average for the entire Department, 
and follow it with a partial list ot 
how these regions implemented the 
Back the Attack on Traffic Accidents 
program. 


Seven Regions Honored 

The award winning regions include: 

Atlanta Region, comprising Georgia, 
Florida, North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, Puerto Rico and the Virgin 
Islands; Dallas Region, Texas and 
Louisiana; Denver Region, Colorado, 
Utah, New Mexico, Arizona and Wy- 
oming; Minneapolis Region, Northern 
Peninsula of Michigan, Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, North Dakota and South 
Dakota; St. Louis Region, Missouri, 
Arkansas and Iowa; Washington Re- 
gion, District of Columbia, Maryland, 
Virginia, and West Virginia; and 
Wichita Region, Kansas, Nebraska 
and Oklahoma. 

“In each of these regions the drivers 
beat the overall 1956 Post Office De- 
partment’s vehicle safety record which 
was in itself a great improvement in 


Lives Saved! 


accident rates for postal vehicles over 
former years,” Mr. Summerfield ex- 
plained. 

“This overall Department-wide ac- 
cident rate was only 2.14 accidents 
for each 100,000 miles driven, and a 
casualty rate of .05 per cent per 
100,000 miles, and the seven regions 
which have won these new awards 
have registered rates below the 2.14 
and .05 per cent figures.” 

This is the first year the Postmaster 
General's Safety Award has been pre- 
sented. 

It was established recently as a part 
of the Post Office Department's new 
safety program, initiated in 1953 and 
designed to provide encouragement 
and recognition of safety for the De- 
partment’s 520,000 employees. 


Potent Program 

During 1956, on a department-wide 
basis, the Post Office Department's 
vehicles, operated by 97,000 em- 
ployees, traveled 750 million miles, 
were involved in 16,000 accidents, and 
had 334 injuries and 21 deaths. 

The award winning regions with 
about 38,000 operators drove more 
than 350 million miles with about 
4,000 accidents. 

A breakdown on each region, show- 
ing the number of drivers, the number 
of miles driven, and the number of 
accidents is as follows: 

Acci- 

Miles dents 
72,701,843 912 
56,161,116 651 
13,849,815 259 
59,828,319 635 
62,593,596 729 

Washington ...... 39,502,815 806 

Wichita 54,084,350 245 

“Even though accidents were re- 
duced in 1956 to the lowest total in 
modern postal history,” Mr. Summer- 
field said, “the direct cost of the 
16,000 accidents in 1956 was 1.2 
million dollars—not including the in- 
estimable cost in personal tragedies 
that resulted. 


“And while even this figure is a 
tremendous improvement over accident 
Turn Page 


Region Drivers 


Minneapolis 
St. Louis 
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... “Safety rates top priority,” Summerfield . . . 


rates before our modern safety pro- 
gram, when accidents ran as high as 
13 per 100,000 miles in metropolitan 
areas, it can be seen that the matter 
of motor vehicle safety still offers a 
tremendous challenge to us, in the 
Postal Service, and to the Nation as a 
whole 

“We are proud that while we recog- 
nize there is much yet to be done our 
postal drivers are taking the lead across 
the Nation in setting a fine example 
in the tens of thousands of communi 
ties in which they operate. The over- 


sent out an office memorandum for 
the’ attention of all postmasters with 
receipts of more than $200,000, ask- 
ing fal support for the Council’s Back 
the Attack on Traffic Accidents cam- 
paign. A full kit of materials and 
ideas was included, featuring a “Give 
5 for life’ program. This was _ 
gram designed to ask drivers to dro 
down 5 mph from their average es j 
And drivers learned that compliance 
did not slow their schedules, so they 
went along with the program vir- 
tually 100 per cent. 


NEW YORK S POSTMASTER R. H. SCHAFFER AND SAFE DRIVERS 
In all, a total of 1,322 NSC Safe Driver Award Winners. 


all safety record in itself has repre- 
sented a splendid achievement, but our 
drivers in these seven honor regions 
deserve our special thanks for their 
safety service to the Nation.” 

The United States Post Office De- 
partment has, since the inception of 
its safety program, utilized the com- 
plete transportation services of the 
National Safety Council, and featured 
as top incentive to its more than 
90,000 drivers the National Safety 
Council Safe Driver Award, “the high- 
est award for professional, safe driving 
performance.” Thousands of postal 
drivers have earned this coveted award 
for accident-free driving, not only 
reducing the costs of operation by the 
elimination of injuries and accidents, 
but also contributing to the mainte- 
nance of their vehicles by smooth op- 
eration. 


In Denver, Colo., the regional per 
sonnel manager, W. M. Straley, Jr., 


In his kit of materials, Mr. Straley 
pointed out that the national Back the 
Attack on Traffic Accidents, as en- 
dorsed by Postmaster General Summer- 
field in Postal Bulletin 20000, Novem- 
ber 29 ,1956, is designed to reach the 
employees who are driving or walking 
on our streets and highways. 

“Every employee,” Mr. Straley said, 
‘has an individual obligation as part 
of the postal family and as a good 
citizen to establish an absolute no acci- 
dent record while driving or walking 
on official business as well as when 
he is off duty. 

“With official representation in vir- 
tually every urban and rural com- 
munity in the nation, we are in a posi- 
tion of leadership to develop and 
operate this program. 

“Postal officials are encouraged to 
accept the chairmanship of other off- 
ces on local traffic mo committees. 
By so doing we will reflect the De- 


partment’s interest in reducing acci- 
dents and enhance our public relations.” 

W. D. Dreyer, regional safety di- 
rector, dedicated the December issue 
of the Denver Region “Accident Pre- 
vention Bulletin” to the Back the At- 
tack theme. He spelled out the need 
for top safety supervision and personal 
enthusiasm for accident prevention 
effort. He told local directors: 


Postal Officials Lead 

“I urge you to join this national 
effort with a spirit of personal — 
sibility. Special emphasis should be 
given to the making of three to five 
minute talks on safety to your em- 
ployees. Remember, accidents result- 
ing from a disregard of safety meas- 
ures can seriously affect the efficiency 
of your operation. The few seconds 
that might be gained by disregarding 
good safety practices can result in a 
loss of hours or days of experienced 
manpower or vehicle utilization.” 

Needless to say, the Denver Region 
was one of the topflight postal regions 
in the nation when the records for 
1956 were checked for fleet accident 
reduction per hundred thousand miles 
of travel. 

In Wichita, V. H. Anderson, re- 
gional safety officer, called on post- 
masters and vehicle service supervisors 
for an all-out effort in December and 
continuation of the Back the Attack 
program throughout 1957. 

In his office memorandum of De- 
cember 12, 1956, Mr. Anderson said: 

“Although postal establishments are 
presently involved in the heavy-duty 
period of the year, the Back the Attack 
on Traffic Accidents program is 
thought to be of such community im- 
portance as to merit serious considera- 
tion by all. 

“While this is a ‘special emphasis’ 
program, it differs from most in that 
it is of a continuing nature; for the 
month of December, and all of 1957. 
Since the Department has been hon- 
ored on two occasions in as many years 
for its Service to Safety, this Region 
must make a major contribution to the 
effort for a third award. It is to our 
personal advantage to do so. 

“This office will issue materials, as 
they become available, that will be use- 
ful in promoting the program at the 

To Page 28 
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DEPEND ON SAFE DRIVERS 


Council Services Biggest Help for Fleets 


N AUTO carrier driver who has driven for 23 years 
and nearly two million miles without a chargeable 
acciderut was among 187 drivers receiving National Safety 
Council Safe Driver Awards at a dinner held by E. and L. 
Transport Co., Dearborn, Michigan, recently. 

During the period from June 1, 1956 to the year-end, 
the drivers accumulated 457 safe driving years and a total 
of 36,560,000 miles without an accident. 

Ernest F. Broecker, of Hadley, Michigan, is the driver 
with the 23-year record. He received a 23 year Safe 
Driver Award from the National Safety Council and a 
Distinguished Driver Award from the National Automo- 
bile Transporters Association. 


Philadelphia Transit Has Safest Year 


Nineteen-fifty-six was the safest year in the history of 
Philadelphia transit, with the accident rate and the num- 
ber of accidents on the PTC system at an all-time low, 
Douglas M. Pratt, PTC president has announced. 

“This is the third consecutive year in which PTC men 
and women set a new safety record,” Pratt said. ‘‘Acci- 
dents per 100,000 vehicle-miles of operation in 1956 were 
cut 3 per cent under the 1955 rate and 11 per cent under 
1954. This accomplishment is significant for two reasons. 
First, 1954 and 1955 were, in turn, the safest years in 
the history of local transit. And second, the volume of 
trafic on Philadelphia streets, as measured by motor ve- 
hicle registrations, has continued its sharp rise, going up 
11 per cent since the end of 1954.” 

The PTC president declared that “last year’s new safety 
record was brought about by the united efforts of all PTC 
employes. Full credit should go to the men and women 
who operate our 2600 surface and highspeed vehicles, to 
our maintenance people, and to our supervisory force. 

“We are also greatly indebted to city officials, the police 
department and other agencies working in the accident- 
prevention field for their contribution to safer transit oper- 
ations in 1956.” 

PTC General Superintendent of Accident Prevention 
R. H. Dalgleish, Jr., and Superintendent of Accident Pre- 
vention H. W. Whitcomb are members of the Executive 
Committee of the Transit Section. 


Driver of Month for Allied Van Lines 


A Driver-of-the-Month” program, with year-end recog- 
nition for the top driver among the 12 previously selected, 
has been instituted by Allied Van Lines, Inc., the nation’s 
leading mover of household goods. 

As part of a road safety and courtesy program, Allied 
Vans has asked each of its 700 movers in 520 cities to sub- 
mit the name of the long distance driver he feels is most 
deserving of the award for the month. 
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Planning Safer Transport 


ROVIDING the professional drivers of a community with 

“the highest award” for professional safe driving performance 
through local safety council service programs, is an important 
new trend that is catching on. In a recent visit to Council 
headquarters, W. E. Billings, executive vice president of the 
Cleveland Safety Council (left) and Clinton W. Dreyer, man- 
aging director of the East Bay Chapter, National Safety Council, 
Oakland, California (second from right) discussed the potential 
of this new service plan with Paul H. Coburn, director, motor 
transportation division (second from left) and Paul F. Hill, 
manager, field service department. 


The driver's public service and safety record will be the 
basis for selection. Allied movers submitting candidates 
have been asked to accompany their recommendations with 
newspaper clippings, letters from civic leaders or organiza- 
tions and other documentation that will affect the decision. 

A special committee at Allied Van's headquarters in 
Broadview will screen the nominations and make the final 
selection. 

First prize each month will be a trophy. Second and third 
place winners will receive certificates. At year’s end, the 
monthly winners will again be screened to find the ‘Driver 
of the Year.” This man and his family will be awarded a 
two-week, all expenses paid vacation. 


Back the Attack with Education 


Part of The Safety Council of Greater Youngstown’s 
“Back the Attack” consists of sponsoring an effective fleet 
operations course at Youngstown University. Now in full 
swing, the course began February 22. and runs to May 7. 


The course is held each Friday night from 7 to 10 p.m. 
and covers the following topics: Profit-Determining Fac- 
tors, Effective Communications, Driver Selection, Driver 
Training, Supervision, Planning Safe, Efficient Opera- 
tion, Maintenance Programs, Prevention of Non-Vehicular 
Losses, Accident Procedure, Creating and Maintaining In- 
terest 








WHAT’S COOKIN’ IN THE FIELD 


ACTIVITIES, PROGRAMS, EVENTS 
Compiled by the NSC Field Service Department 


TATE COLLEGE, Pa., which the 1950 Census showed 

as having 17,227 population, was awarded two plaques 

recently for completing eight years without a trafhc fatality. 

O. D. Shipley, Director of the Bureau of Highway Safety 

presented an award from the State, and Lt. Gov. Roy Fur- 

man gave borough officials a National Safety Council 
citation. 

Foster Heads Delaware Council 


Clifford T. Foster, a vice-president and superintendent 
of transportation for the Delaware Coach Company was 
elected president of the Delaware Safety Council at its 
38th annual meeting in January. 

Reynolds duPont had been president since 1952. 


Pennsylvania Penalties 


Enclosed with their 1957 driver's licenses, Pennsylvania 
motorists are finding a small leaflet containing messages 
from Governor George M. Leader and Gerald A. Gleeson, 
secretary of revenue. Inside is.a table showing the number 
of days the permits will be suspended for various traffic 
offenses. Suspension periods range from 15 days for cer- 
tain, first-time infractions, to 180 days for third offense 
speeders convicted of travelling more than 31 mph over 
stated limits, or driving while the license is suspended. 
Some first offenses call for only a warning from the State, 
in addition to the court penalty. Such warnings go into 
the driver's record. 

Secretary Gleeson summarizes the penalty scale by stat- 
ing, “The table of penalties listed here is severe and un- 
compromising toward the habitual offender and the ir- 
pa = we driver. It is fair and lenient toward the careful 
and otherwise law-abiding citizen who may be guilty of an 
unintentional violation.” 

The listed —_ do not pertain to the major offenses, 
such as drunken driving, for which a year's revocation is 
mandatory. 


White Succeeds Olman 
George A. White, who retired recently as senior (chief) 
inspector, Port of New York Authority, has been appointed 
director of the Street and Highway Division, Greater New 
York Safety Council. He replaces Norman A. Olman who 
joined the National Safety Council staff in December as 
district representative for Ohio and Michigan. 


Indiana Holds Seminars 


For the first time this year, a series of conferences was 
conducted in Indiana for local representatives of the Annual 
Inventory of Traffic Safety Activities. Purpose of the four 
meetings was to assist in filling out the reports properly. 

Hallie L. Myers, executive director of the Indiana Traffic 
Safety Foundation, John A. Sabo, director of field services, 
Indiana Office of Traffic Safety, and George W. Harris of 
the NSC staff conducted the seminars. 


The four meetings were held at Hammond, Ft. Wayne, 
Indianapolis and Bedford with representatives of 25 eligible 
cities present. 

Illinois Chiefs Back Uniformity 

The Illinois Chiefs of Police Association, at its annual 
convention in January, adopted a resolution calling for 
further development of a uniform enforcement plan for 
use by all member enforcement agencies. The plan, when 
completed and adopted, would mean further clarification 
of motor vehicle laws and uniform interpretation and 
enforcement throughout the state. 


Ohio and Indiana Name New Directors 


The new Director of the Ohio Department of Highway 
Safety is Gordon Jeffery. He succeeds U. C. Felty. 

A. E. Huber has been named Indiana Director of Traffic 
Safety to replace J. L. Lingo. Mr. Huber formerly was 
assistant director. 


Quid Pro Quo 
According to the “Oregon Traffic Speaker,” Marion 
County District Judge E. O. Stadter Jr., tried a mew idea 
recently in an attempt to make a driver aware of the con- 
sequences of recklessness. He sentenced the man to a jail 
term equal in length to the time his woman victim had to 
remain in the hospital. The man also was fined $100. 


NSC Field Staff Directory 

Bunderson, Alton P. (Wash., Mont., Ore., Utah, Idaho) ; 
6505 Fairfield St., Boise, Ida., Phone: 4-4647 

Civils, James E. (Ala., Ky., Fla., Miss., Ga., S. C., Tenn.) ; 
811 E. John Wesley Ave., College Park, Ga., Phone: 
PO 7-9230 

Grotz, George E. (Del., N. C., Md., Va., N. J., W. Va., 
D. C.); 130 Devonshire Rd., Fairfax, Wilmington 3, 
Del., Phone: OL 2-7345 

Hall, John C. (Ariz., Nev., Calif.) ; National Safety Coun- 
cil, 703 Market St., Room 250, San Francisco 3, Calif., 
Phone: EX 2-0945 

Harris, George W. (Field Representative) ; National Safety 
Council Headquarters, 425 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 
11, Ill., WH 4-4800, Ext. 361 

Hill, James D. (Ark., La., Mo., Okla., Tex.) ; 3276 Dar- 
vany Dr., P.O. Box 13361, Dallas, Texas. Phone: FL 
1-6609 

Hopper, Robert D. (Wy., Col., N. Mex., Neb., Kan.) ; 
6348 Teller, Arvada, Colo., Phone: HA 4-1383 

Olman, Norman A. (Michigan, Ohio); 253 Lexington 
Ave., Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Smith, Edwin S, (N. Y., Pa.); 32 Wedgewood Dr., 
Rochester 11, N. Y., Phone: GE 8-9056 

Streit, Philip N. (Ill, Iowa, S. D., N. D.); 504 S. 11th 
St., Adel, Iowa, Phone: 147LW 
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ACSC’s Bike Program 
Published in Booklet 


Three out of every four American 
youngsters between the ages of six 
and 15 ride a bicycle; every 19 minutes 
one of these youngsters is injured—and 
at least once a day one is killed—in 
collisions with automobiles. 

To protect these youthful users of 
the public streets and highways, the 
Association of Casualty and Surety 
Companies, announced the completion 
of a model plan for the organization 
and operation of a bicycle safety pro- 
gram on a community level. 

According to Thomas N. Boate, 
manager of the Association’s Accident 
Prevention Department, the program 
was developed at the request of state 
and municipal government officials 
throughout the nation, and provides 
for the proper education, training and 
testing of bicycle riders and the in- 
spection of bicycles to detect unsafe 
conditions. 

The plan is explained in a booklet 
“A Community Bicycle Safety Pro- 
gram.” After describing how such a 
program can be established and main- 
tained, the booklet explains the reles 
played by city legislators, traffic engi- 
neers, police, schools, students, parent 
groups, civic and business organiza- 
tions, public information media and 
others. It also gives information in 
testing, registering and licensing cycles 
and cyclists and reprints in full the 
model bicycle ordinance suggested for 
municipal use by the National Com- 
mittee on Uniform Traffic Laws and 
Ordinances. 

“There are more than 20,000,000 
bicycles on American streets and high- 
ways today,” Mr. Boate said. ‘‘As a 
result, every community, large or small, 
is faced with a bicycle safety problem. 
The best way of solving it is through 
a community-wide bicycle safety pro- 
gram. Such programs not only reduce 
bicycle accidents and control the prob- 
lem of lost or stolen bicycles, but they 
also help develop constructive attitudes 
in youngsters which will make them 
better automobile drivers later on.” 


The booklet is not available in quan- 
tity, but single copies may be obtained 
at no cost for use in establishing 
community programs. i ay should 
be addressed to the Accident Preven- 
tion Department, Association of Casu- 
alty and Surety Companies, 60 John 
Street, New York 38, N. Y. 
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Congressional Highway Safety 
Legislation 


Prepared by National Highway Users Conference 
National Press Bldg., Washington 4, D. C. 


S. J. Res. 10 


H. R. 2487 


H.R. 2412 


S. Res. 12 


S$. 1039 


H. J. Res. 221 


Memo +1 
January 18, 1957 
(Continued from Page 8) 
(Saltonstall) provides for the establishment 
of a temporary commission to investigate 
highway traffic safety conditions. To: Public 
Works 
(Roberts) provides for investigation by House 
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce of highway safety and related sub- 
jects. To: Rules 
(Rees) prohibits Federal aid for construction 
of highways on which excessive speeds are 
permitted. To: Public Works 
(Cederberg) indemnifies drivers of vehicles 
of postal service against liability for dam- 
ages arising out of vehicle operation in 
performance of official duties. To: Judiciary 
(Capehart) provides medals of honor for per- 
sons performing heroic acts in preventing 
highway accidents or in saving lives en- 
dangered by such accidents. To: Banking 
and Currency 
(Smith) authorizes Senate Committee on Labor 
and Public Welfare to study what action can 
be taken by Federal Government to increase 
highway safety. To: Labor and Public Wel- 
fare 
Memo +2 
January 25, 1957 
(Garmatz) authorizes government to insure 
civilian personnel against liability for per- 
sonal injury, death or property damage aris- 
ing out of operation of official vehicles. To: 
Post Office 
(Ford) requires ICC to make regulations that 
certain railroad vehicles be equipped with 
reflectors or luminous materials so as to be 
easily seen at night. To: Interstate and For- 
eign Commerce 


Memo + 
February 11, 1957 

(Morse) amends District of Columbia traffic 
laws to prescribe weight to be given evi- 
dence of chemical tests in drunk-driving 
cases. To: District of Columbia 
(Neeley) requires that taxicabs operated in 
District of Columbia be covered by liability 
insurance. To: District of Columbia 
(Beamer) gives consent of Congress to several 
states to enter into compacts for purpose of 
promoting highway safety. To: Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 





THE SAFETY LIBRARY 
By Ruth Parks, Librarian, NSC 


Books, pamphlets and articles of interest to safety men. 


Accidents 
Analysis of Defective Vehicle Acci- 
dents of Motor Carriers, 1952-1953. 
18p., 1956. Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission, Washington 25, D. C. 
General Medical Aspects of Auto- 
mobile Crash Injuries and Deaths. The 
Journal of the American Medical As- 
:ociation, p-225-259. 
(A symposium of 12 papers _ 
sented at the Panel on Medical 
Aspects of Crash Injuries, Annual 
Meeting of the AMA June 15, 
1956) 


Alcohol 
Some Major Developments Related 
to Chemical Tests. Kurt M. Dubowski. 
Police, p.31-32, Jan.-Feb. 1957. 
(Including a chart of stages of acute 
alcoholic influence /intoxication ) 


Automobiles 
How Safe Are The New Cars. Paul 
W. Kearney. Harper's Magazine, p. 
38-43, Feb. 1957. ; 
(What the manufacturers have and 
have not done about designing 
safety into 1957 cars) 


Bicycles 

A Community Bicycle Safety Pro- 
gram—W hat—W hy—How? 30p., 
1956. Association of Casualty and 
Surety Companies, 60 John St., New 
York 38, N. Y. 


Brakes 

Institute Reports on Decelerometers. 
Traffic Digest & Review, p.14-15, Jan. 
1957, 

(Reasons for less frequent use in 

accident investigations ) 

Prohibit Sale of Unsafe Brake Fluid. 
Francis J. Markey. Brake and Front 
End Service, p.30-32, Jan. 1957. 

(Urges use of heavy duty brake 

fluid and name state that have 

banned sale of inferior fluids) 


Buses 
Bus Facts. 1956, 72p. National As- 
sociation of Motor Bus Operators, 839 
17th St., NW, Washington 6, D. C. 
(Summary of facts and figures on 
the motor bus industry) 


26 


Conferences 

Highway Safety. Report of the Gov- 
ernor’s Conference Committee on 
Highway Safety Nov. 1956. Council 
‘of State Governments, 1313 E, 60th 
St., Chicago 37, Ill. 1956, 43p. 


Courts 
Court Responsibility in Traffic. Earle 
F. Heffley. Traffic Digest & Review, 


" p.11-13. 


Drivers and Driving 

Driver Behavior and Accidents. 
Joan K. Bock. 20p., 1956. American 
Public Health Association, 1790 
Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 

(Research paper comparing accident 

and non-accident drivers in age, 

weight, exposure, schooling, speed, 
drinking, smoking and sex. Pre- 
sented at American Public Health 

Association Meeting, Nov. 1956) 

Hit-and-Run Offences. Robert L. 
Donigan. Traffic Digest & Review, p. 
18-28. 

(Discussion of terms in Uniform 
Vehicle Code and some state interpre- 
tations ) 

I Drive the Turnpikes—and Sur- 
vive. Paul W. Kearney. 148p., 1956. 
Ballantine Books, Inc., 101 Fifth Ave., 
New York 3, N. Y. 

(Why driving the turnpikes is dif- 

ferent and suggestions for greater 

safety) 

North Carolina Broadens Scope of 
Driver Education. First state to re- 
00 driver education course for en- 

orcement and driver license person- 
nel. Traffic News and Views, p. 1-6, 
Jan. 1957. 

Recommendations for Medical 
Standards for Motor Vehicle Drivers. 
Harold Brandaleone and others. In- 
dustrial Medicine and Surgery, p. 25- 
32. Jan. 1957. 

(For transportation, commercial ve- 

hicle and civilian operators ) 

75 Million Blind Drivers on the 
Loose. California Highway Patrolman, 
p-14-15-+, Jan. 1957. 

Engineering 
City’s Traffic Efficiency Increased by 





New Street System in Oklahoma. J. 
H. Robinson and George W. Barton. 
Traffic Quarterly, p.54-63, Jan. 1957. 

(Installation of one-way, reversible 

and unbalanced streets in Oklahoma 

City) 

Coordinated Traffic Planning. Wil- 
liam R, McGrath. Traffic Quarterly, 
p-138-145, Jan. 1957. 

Men-Money-Modern Methods. 
Henry A. Barnes. Traffic Engineering, 
p-168-170. 

(How Traffic Conditions were im- 

proved in Baltimore through a De- 

partment of Traffic Engineering) 

Utilization of Highway Engineering 
Manpower. HRB-Bulletin No. 134. 
101p., 1956. $2.00. Highway Re- 
search Board, 2101 Constitution Ave., 
Washington 25, D. C. 

(Contains five papers presented at 

the 35th Annual Meeting, Jan. 1956 

on the shortage of personnel and 

what is being done about it) 


Explosives 
State Interests in Explosive Trans- 
portation. Carroll E. Shaw. Quarterly 
of the National Fire Protection Asso- 
ciation, p.172-175, Jan. 1957. 
(Enforcement of ICC regulation for 
these motor carriers) 


First Aid 

Traffic Accidents, First Aid and the 
Police Officer. Carl B. Young. Police, 
p-33-37, Jan.-Feb. 1957. 

(A review of a few life saving 

measures ) 


Headlights 

Four Headlamps for Better Seeing. 
Val J. Roper. Traffic Engineering, p. 
171-176, Jan. 1957. 


Highways 

Federal-Aid Highway Programs. C. 
D. Curtiss. Traffic Engineering, p. 165- 
167+, Jan. 1957 

The New Highway Program. C. D. 
Curtiss. Traffic Quarterly, p.5-7, Jan. 
1957. 

(Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956 

its background, features, including 

safety, benefits) 

Using Creeper Lanes for Trucks on 
West Virginia Turnpike. Elmer K. 
Timby. Traffic Quarterly, p.114-125, 
Jan. 1957. 


Hot Rods 
Against Hot Rods and Drag Strips. 


Pierce J. Fleming. Traffic Digest & 
Review, p.2-4, Jan. 1957. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 





Legislation 

Model Traffic Ordinance. For Muni- 
cipalities Supplementing the Uniform 
Vehicle Code for States. 62p., 1956. 
National Committee on Uniform Traf- 
tic Laws and Ordinances, 1604 K St., 
N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 


Lighting 

Plans Set for Lighted Pike. Engi- 
neering News Record, p.52, Jan. 24, 
1957. 

(1st continuous lighting of a large 
segment of major interstate highway ) 
Police 

Effectiveness Through Organization. 
Traffe Digest & Review, p.5-8, Jan. 
1957. 

(What happens in the growth of 

police departments) 


Signs and Signals 

Correlation of Geometric Design 
and Directional Signing. George M. 
Webb. 28p., 1956. California Divi- 
sion of Highways, Sacramento, Calif. 

The Effect of Speed Limit Signs. 
Robert R. Coleman. Traffic Engineer- 
ing, p.176-177+. 

(Before and after studies in Penn- 

sylvania) 

The Oakland Signal Formula. Er- 
ling Horn. Traffic Quarterly, p.83-92, 
Jan. 1957. 

(Ratings for volume of vehicles, 
pedestrians, accidents, throughstreets 
and progression ) 


Tra ffic 

Highway Traffic Safety. Report of 
the Special Subcommittee on Traffic 
Safety of The Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce, Pursuant to 
H. Res. 357, 84th Congress (2nd Ses- 
sion) Union Calender No. 1223, 
House Report No. 2971. 23p., 1956. 
Government Printing Office, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 

(Summary of recommendations for 

improving the traffic situation ) 

Traffic Safety. Hearings before a 
Subcommittee of the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 
House of Representatives, 84th Con- 
gress, Second Session. 927p., 1957. 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Trans portation 

Highway Transportation Problems: 
Organization and Evaluation. Fletcher 
N. Platt. Traffic Quarterly, p.64-82, 
Jan. 1957. 
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(List of supporting organizations. 
Discusses typical driver situations in 
relation to error, collisions, injuries, 
etc. Projects possible reduction of 
injuries and fatalities) 


Vision 

How Good Vision Tests Should be 
Conducted. Police, p.38-45, Jan.-Feb. 
1957. : 


Volume 

Forecasting Festival Traffic During 
Jamestown’s 350th Anniversary. Rud- 
yard B. Goode and Robert K. Turner, 
Jr. Traffic Quarterly, p.93-113, Jan. 
1957. 

Readers are asked to send their re- 
quest for copies of magazine articles 
to the publishers rather than to the 
NSC Library, which is unable to fill 
such requests in the quantities de- 
manded. 


Right of Way in Traffic Law En- 
forcement, Edward C. Fisher. Pub- 
lished by Thomas Law Book Com- 
pany, St. Louis. 288 pages, 1956. $7.50 

Fisher’s book, Right of Way in 
Traffic Law Enforcement, breaths fresh 
air into a highly controversial, compli- 
cated and confused segment of traffic 
law known as ‘Right of Way.” 

Few drivers or pedestrians actually 
know what their “rights” are. Police 
have some legal terminology on right 
of way to guide them in enforcement, 
but in court cases they invariably find 
that the court attitude varies from 
judge to judge. 

As a result most efforts to bring this 
violation under control are negated 
and the violation continues as a high 
accident cause with little realistic edu- 
cation, enforcement and court action 
to bring it under effective control. 


This confusion has been going on 
for too long a time. Judge Fisher de- 
serves credit for developing a text- 
book, which is sorely needed in these 
days of rising traffic accident trends. 
The Judge with his wide background 
demonstrates that it is possible to de- 
fine ‘‘Right of Way” in layman’s lan- 
guage for the benefit of the driver, the 
pedestrian and the law enforcement 
officer. In addition, he has provided 
the courts with ample legal back- 
ground for proper adjudication of this 
law, in relation to its true stature as 
an important accident cause. 

Here is an excellent opportunity for 
courts to interpret the right-of-way 
sections, as set down in the Uniform 


Vehicle Code, in the light of this 
book’s findings. Such action would 
clear the way for educational agencies 
to proceed in informing the driver and 
the pedestrian, and for enforcement 
agencies to take action against the 
non-conformers. 

Judge Fisher is to be congratulated 
for making a real contribution to the 
cause of traffic safety. 


—Daniel G. Reynolds 


Addresses of Magazines 
Mentioned 

Brake and Front End Service, 

Babcox Publications, Inc., 

11 S. Forge St., 

Akron 4, Ohio 

California Highway Patrolman, 

California Association of Highway 
Patrolmen, 

1213 Hi St., 

Sacramento, Calif. 

Engineering News Record, 

McGraw-Hill Publishing Co., 

330 W. 42nd St., 

New York, N. Y. 

Harper's Magazine, 

Harper & Bros., 

19 E. 33rd St., 

New York 16, N. Y. 

Industrial Medicine and Surgery, 

605 N. Michigan Ave., 

Chicago 11, IIl. 

Journal of the American Medical 
Association, 

535 N. Dearborn St., 

Chicago 10, IIl. 

Police, 

Charles C. Thomas, 

1201-05 Bluff St., 

Fulton, Mo. 

Quarterly of The National Fire 
Protection Assoctation, 

60 Batterymarch St., 

Boston 10, Mass. 

Traffic Digest & Review, 

Trathc Institute, 

Northwestern University, 

1704 Judson Ave., 

Evanston, IIl. 

Traffic Engineering, 

Institute of Traffic Engineers, 

2029 K St., N. W., 

Washington, D. C. 

Traffic News and Views, 

Association of Casualty and Surety 
Companies, 

60 John St., 

New York, N. Y. 

Traffic Quarterly, 

ENO Foundation for Highway Traffic 
Control, 

Saugatuck, Conn. 











Coming Events in 





the Field of Safety 








Mar. 18-19, Boston 

Thirty-sixth Annual Massachusetts Safety 
Conference (Hotel Statler). Bert R. Har- 
mon, director of activities and information, 
Massachusetts Safety Council, 31 State St., 
Boston 9. 


Mar. 18-20, Los Angeles 

Fourth Annual Safety Congress and Ex- 
hibit (Ambassador Hotel). Sponsored by 
the Greater Los Angeles Chapter, NSC. 
Contact Joseph M. Kaplan, manager, 3388 
West Eighth St., Los Angeles 5, Calif. 


Mar. 18-22, New York 
Twenty-seventh Annual Greater New 
York Safety Convention and Exposition 
(Hotel Statler). Paul F. Stricker, execu- 
tive vice-president, Greater New York 
Safety Council, 60 E. 42nd St., New York 
17 
Mar. 19-20, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Northeastern Indiana Safety Conference 
and Exposition. Contact Ivan A. Martin, 
manager, Safety Council, Chamber of Com- 
merce of Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Mar. 25-27, Houston, Texas 

Nineteenth Annual Texas Safety Con- 
ference and Governor's Highway Safety 
Conference. Contact J. O. Musick, general 
manager, Texas Safety Association, 330 
Littlefield Bldg., Austin, Texas. 


Apr. 2-4, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Annual Engineering Conference (Penn- 
Sheraton Hotel). Harry H. Brainerd, exec- 
utive manager, Western Pennsylvania Safety 
Council, 605 Park Bldg., Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 


Apr. 3-4 Indianapolis, Ind. 


Tenth Central Indiana Safety Conference 
& Exhibit (Claypool Hotel). Contact Jack 


E. Gunnell, director, Indianapolis Safety 
Council, Indianapolis Chamber of Com- 
merce, 320 N. Meridian St., Indianapolis 
11, Ind 


Apr. 3-5, Gainesville, Fla. 

Fourth Annual Conference on Accident 
Prevention (University of Florida). Donald 
B. Wilcox, conference coordinator, Col- 
lege of Engineering, University of Florida, 
Gainesville, Fla. 

Apr. 8-9, Stockton, Calif. 

First Annual Central California Safety 

Conference & Exhibit. Raymond A. Nor- 


wood, executive secretary, San Joaquin 
County Safety Council, Stockton 2, Calif 


Apr. 9-11, Columbus, Ohio 

Twenty-seventh All Ohio Safety Congress 
and Exhibit (Deshler Hilton Hotel). Con- 
tact A. W. Moon, congress manager, The 
Industrial Commission of Ohio, Room 611 
Ohio Department Bldg., Columbus 15 
Ohio. 


Apr. 11-12, Kansas City, Mo. 

Central States Safety Congress (Hotel 
President). G. M. Burns, director, Kansas 
City Safety Council, 409 Dwight Bldg., 
Kansas City 5, Mo. 

Apr. 23-25, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Twenty-seventh Annual Michigan Safety 
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Conference (Civic Auditorium and Pant- 


lind Hotel). Roy H. Olson, Michigan 
Mutual Liability Co, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Apr. 29-30, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Fifth Biennial Central New York Safety 
Conference & Exposition (Hotel Syracuse). 
Newell C. Townsend, administrative secre- 
tary, 351 South Warren St., Syracuse 2, 
N. Y. 


May 6-8, Allentown, Bethlehem, 
Easton, Pa. 


Thirtieth Annual Eastern Pennsylvania 
Safety Conference. Harold A. Seward, sec- 
retary-treasurer, Lehigh Valley Safety Coun- 
cil, 602 Third St., Bethlehem, Pa. 


May 8-9, Niagara Falls, N. Y. 


Seventeenth Western New York Safety 
Conference in cooperation with the Ameri- 
can Society of Safety Engineers (Niagara 
Hotel). Patsy E. Gismondi, executive sec- 
retary, 1436 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo 9, 
Ap # 


May 15-16, Oklahoma City 

Ninth Annual Oklahoma Safety Confer- 
ence (Skirvin Hotel). Write Bob Eastman, 
manager, Oklahoma Safety Council, 1600 
NW 23rd Street, Oklahoma City, Okla. 


May 20-24, Los Angeles 

Sixty-first Annual Meeting of the Na- 
tional Fire Protection Association (Hotel 
Statler). 


June 4-5, New Haven, Conn. 


Twelfth Annual Conference of the Con- 
necticut Safety Sdciety (Jewish Center 
Bldg.,) Dennis J. Hickey, manager, Water- 
bury Manufacturing Co., Waterbury, Conn. 


Sept. 12-13, York Harbor, Me. 


Thirtieth Annual Maine State Safery Con- 
ference (Marshall House), Arthur F. Min- 
chin, secretary, Department of Labor and 
Industry, Augusta, Me. 


Sept. 17-19, Cleveland 


Nineteenth Annual Ohio State Safety 
Conference (Hotel Carter). H. G. J. Hays, 
secretary-treasurer, Ohio State Safety Con- 
ference, Suite 514, 2073 E. Ninth St., 
Cleveland 15, Ohio. 


Sept. 23-26, Montreal, Canada 


\nnual Meeting of the American Transit 
Association (Sheraton-Mt. Royal Hotel). 
Arthur W. Baker, general secretary, 292 
Madison Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 


Sept. 28-Oct. 3, Honolulu, Hawaii 


Sixty-fourth Annual Conference Interna- 
tional Association of Chiefs of Police 
(Royal Hawaiian Hotel). Leroy E. Wike, 
Mills Bldg., Pennsylvania Ave., at 17th St., 
Washington 6, D. C. 


October 21-25, Chicago 


Forty-fifth National Safety Congress & 
Exposition (Conrad Hilton Hotel). Con- 
tact R. L. Forney, secretary, National Safety 
Council, 425 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 
11. 


The Postal Service 
From Page 22 


local level. In addition, postal off- 
cials are urged to work with organiza- 
tions interested in community safety.” 


In the St. Louis Region, J. B. 
Tinny, regional director, asked all 
postmasters and postal officials to join 
the Back the Attack on Traffic Acci- 
dents campaign, to participate actively 
in local community safety programs 
ye by local safety councils, 

ambers of commerce, civic organi- 
zations and school groups, and—where 
there was no local safety organization 
moving to Back the Attack, to spear- 
head the organization of one. 


He asked postal officials, in addition 
to taking an active part in local com- 
munity safety programs, to set up 
trafic safety displays in local post 
offices where possible, especially dur- 
ing the Christmas season. 


In the Minneapolis region, F. J. 
Gosbey, regional director, requested all 
postmasters of Ist and 2nd class post 
offices to join in the campaign. “We 
ask you to Back the Attack in your 
community aggressively, inform your 
employees of the campaign and all 
postal personnel actively participate in 
local effort to clash the rising traffic 
accident rate.” 


All of these efforts were typical 
of the postal service's reaction to the 
call of President Eisenhower to rally 
public opinion to the effort of reduc- 
ing death from traffic accidents on 
America’s streets and highways, and 
of Postmaster General Summerfield’s 
rally of the postal services to that call. 


Safety officers throughout the sys- 
tem enlisted active participation of 
postmasters and top official personnel 
in making the Back the Attack on 
Traffic Accidents campaign an instru- 
ment of effecting the resolutions of the 
four regional highway safety confer- 
ences called by the President’s Com- 
mittee for Traffic Safety last year. 
Their findings delegated the responsi- 
bility for effecting traffic control and 
accident prevention to the grass roots, 
basing an ultimate hope of effecting 
drastic traffic reduction in the accept- 
ance of personal responsibility for 
traffic safety by every American who 
walks or drives. 

The performance of the United 
States Post Office Department in the 
Back the Attack on Traffic Accidents 
campaign is an indication that the 

“War on Accidents” can be won. 
THE END 
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Ho many fatal accidents are due 
to mechanical failure each year? 

According to reports from 24 states, 
about 8 per cent of the fatal traffic 
accidents involve one or more ve- 
hicles faulty in at least one respect. 
But how many cars are so badly 
smashed up that to detect faulty brakes 
or some other defect after the crash 
is impossible ? 

The 1956 National Vehicle Safety- 
Check for Communities showed one 
of five of the two million vehicles 
inspected to be in need of mainte- 
nance attention to One or more parts. 
Reports from states having official In- 
spection show rejections because of 
unsafe conditions varying from 13 to 
71 per cent of the cars inspected. 

“You can’t be safe in an unsafe car’’ 
is sound advice for every motorist to 
heed. Vehicle maintenance is simple, 
inexpensive and not time-consuming. 
It is one of the best “insurance” in- 
vestments a driver can make in his car. 

The May Operation Safety program 
is devoted to Vehicle Maintenance, 
giving support to ofhcial inspection 
programs and the National Vehicle 
Safety-Check for Communities pro- 
gram. The Vehicle Safety-Check pro- 
gram can be an extremely effective 
trafic safety project in which the pub- 
lic can participate. It not only raises 
the level of vehicle maintenance in the 
community but also directs the atten- 
tion of all drivers to this personal and 
communitywide problem. Out of this, 
enough public support can be built for 
legislation to establish official periodic 
inspection. 

Program and publicity materials in 
the Operation Safety kit include many 
useful tools for conducting a vehicle 
maintenance program suited to local 
conditions and needs. In addition, a 
folder with a convenient tear-out busi- 
ness reply card for ordering Safety- 
Check planning materials from the 
National Vehicle Safety-Check for 
Communities is enclosed in the kit. 

Featured posters and leaflets for the 
month spotlight Vehicle Maintenance. 
The second Back the Attack leaflet- 
on “moral responsibility""—is also sam- 
pled in the kit. 

For information on Operation Safety 
program, write to National Safety 
Council, 425 N. Michigan ave., Chi- 
cago 11, Ill. 


Public Satety for April, 1957 


TO MOTORISTS 


TO PEDESTRIANS 


FOR JUNE SHOWING 


IMPRINT DEADLINE APRIL 15th 


wed 


CPEED CONTROL 


(s for 


PRINTED INU SA 
MATIHOMAL SAFETY COUMEEHE 


T-1031-C 25x38 
T-1032-A 82x11 2 











AY ALIVE 


PRINTED im SA 
Onmarromat savtvyr coumere 


T-1033-B 17x23 





ADVANCE SHOWING FOR JULY POSTING 


IMPRINT DEADLINE MAY 15th 


NO 
SAFETY 
PROGRAM 
SUCCEEDS 
WITHOUT 


YOUR HELP! 


Ouwariomatrt savretyr COUNMEHE 


T-1053-C 25x38 
T-1054-A 8Yax11/2 














@warronwart sarery coumere 


T-1055-B 17x23 








PRICES FOR ABOVE POSTERS 


Traffic Posters—T-prefix to number 


A Size 
B Size 
C Size 


10-99 100-999 1000-4999° 
$0.092 $0.063 $0.052 
18 1s 12 
27 22 .20 


YOUR CREDIT LINE can be imprinted (at the time of the press run) on B and C posters 
only. A minirrum of 45 days prior to the first day of the month of posting is required 


on all orders for imprinting. 


*Write for prices on quantities of 5,000 or more or for special rates on annual poster orders. 











POSTER PRICES 


Posters illustrated on these pages are included in the automatic Motor Transporta- 
tion poster services. Automatic poster sets are available on yearly subscription 
that provides (4) subjects per month viz. (2) "A" size (8!/:"'xil'/") and (2) "B" 
size (17"'x23"'). Automatic service is provided in the following categories: 

City Truck City Bus Annual price 1-4 sets, $8.85 per set; 
Intercity Truck Intercity Bus 5-49 sets, $7.45 per set; 50 or more 
Sales Truck Taxicab sets, $5.95 per set. 

Truck Terminal Bus Terminal! 


TRAFFIC SIG ool 
Posters are available for individual selection at the following prices: are imp 
1-9 10-99 100-999 1000-4999" 
A size, any selection 15 092 063 5 


J 052 
B size, any selection ‘ 22 185 AS Pauereo mv. 8 


@warionart Saretryr ¢counmere 
All prices shown are subject to a 10% discount to National Safety Council Members 
“Write for prices on quantities of 5,000 or more. : V-1 027-B 17x23 
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THE TRAFFIC RECORD 





TRAFFIC TOLL DROPS IN JANUARY 


Only Other Month 


HE AMERICAN motorist in Janu- 

ary shifted the traffic death toll 
into reverse for only the second time 
in the last two years. 

Traffic deaths for the first month 
of 1957 dropped 3 per cent—2,860 as 
compared with 2,950 in January last 
year. 

October, 1956, was the only other 
month in two years to show a death 
reduction, although the December, 
1956, toll was unchanged from the 
previous December. 

Travel figures for January are not 
yet available so it is not possible to 
relate the decrease to any change in 
mileage. 

Although the January reduction was 
not large, it was fairly general, as 
shown by the improved records of 26 


of 45 reporting states, two states had * 


no change in their records, while 17 
reported increases. 

Ned H. Dearborn, Council presi- 
dent, said he is confident the Back the 
Attack on Traffic Accidents campaign 
launched by the Council in December 
and still continuing is having a favor- 
able effect. 

“No one knows how much,” he 
said, “but the figures speak for them- 
selves. Deaths stayed even in Decem- 
ber and came down in January. We 
are hopeful that the two-year trend has 
been halted. The problem now is to 
sustain and increase this gain.” 

Decreases cf 60 per cent or more 
were reported by Nebraska and North 
Dakota, while decreases of more than 
10 per cent included Massachusetts, 
Iowa, Montana, Maryland, and New 
Hampshire. All of the states showing 
improvement were: 


Nebraska —63% 
North Dakota —60% 
Massachusetts —48% 
lowa ; —45% 
Montana 43% 
Maryland ..... --.—- 41% 
New Hampshire —40% 
Mississippi —38% 
Georgia ..... : —37% 
South Dakota —36% 
Michigan .... 31% 
Wyoming . += 31% 
Utah .... —27% 
32 


in Two Years to Show a Drop in Deaths 


Alabama ..... —26% Detroit, Mich................10 — 45% 
ee : veveeeeee 257% Se Rete. Bio.........-..:.... 5 — 42% 
Oklahoma .......... seveeee— 23% Portland, Ore.................2 -—- 40% 
ln Sees Soe ; vevseeee 22% Pittsburgh, Pa............... .1 — 33% 
ee, en ne secessceeeeeeee 200% Columbus, Ohio............ 1 — 33% 
8 SI Go e 20% Atlanta, Ga.....................3 — 30% 
Rhode Island ..... eevee 20% Washington, D. C.........2 — 29% 
ee os slau Memphis, Tenn.... .1 — 20% 
Arizona ...... ee 12% Philadelphia, Pa.... 3 — 15% 
Connecticut ........ veceeeeseeee—1lO% New York, N. Y. _7 — 13% 
Oe sii. Se answiarcidiaeiais — 6% Chicago, IIL... .4 — 13% 
. sesaee een oc vse o Of the cities with perfect records in 


January, the three largest were: St. 

The decrease for the nation in Janu- Paul, Minn. (311,300); Oklahoma 

ary apparently resulted primarily from City, Okla. (243,500), and Norfolk, 
improvement in urban areas. Among Va. (213,500). 

562 reporting cities, deaths showed 


The three leading cities in each 
a sharp 15 per cent drop. 


group at the end of January, ranked 








Of the cities with decreases, the fol- according to the number of deaths per 

lowing have populations over 200,000: 10,000 registered vehicles were: 

; Decrease _ Decrease Reg. Pop. 
, sais ad in a nto a Rate Rate 
Se. Paul, Minn:.............. — 0 s 
Oklahoma City, Okla... 3 —100% Hs by “ teat and —_ 78 
Seattle, Wash...... ~~ 7 = 0% Chicago, Ill.................. 3.1 8.5 
Fort Worth, Tex. 5 — 71% New York NY “ps Sukie 3.9 71 
Cleveland, Ohio 4 — 50% iit hinds acta 2 ; 
San Diego, Calif. 3 — 50% Group II (750,000—1,000,000) 
Omaha, Nebr.. 1 — 50% Cleveland, Ohio............ 1.5 5.2 
Richmond, Va. .1 — 50% Washington, D. C......... 2.8 7.0 
Tampa, Fla. 1 — 50% St. Louis, Mo...... ee 10.0 
MOTOR-VEHICLE DEATHS 
1955, 1956 and 1957 

a3 1955-57 1956-57 
Month 1955 1956 1957 Change Change 

January ............ ... 2,810 2,950 2,860 +2% —3% 

February ....... covecees | ae 2,730 

hte mt . 2,602 2,940 

Pe | 2,920 

PY Ae Se SR 5 ai 3,160 

Juue e cS A ae 2,982 3,280 

July ... 5 ee 3,520 

August ....... as Saar 3,660 

September Sage Ree 3,690 

Oom ouis..... secsescee SEO 3,450 

DUNNE see ss vencscosens 3,559 3,700 

Dommeiet S25 4,000 4,000 








TOTAL oe 38,426 40,000 











All 1955 figures are from N.O.V.S. All other figures are National Safety Council 
estimates. The 1957 national estimate is arrived at by assuming that the percentage 
change from 1956 to 1957 in the states reporting for both years reflects the 1956-1957 
change in the entire country. Since national estimates made in this way become more 
accurate as more states report, revisions are made from time to time as new reports are 
received for the various months. Thus, figures above for 1957 may differ slightly from 
figures for the same months published in future issues of PUBLIC SAFETY. 
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THE TRAFFIC RECORD 








Group III (500,000 to 750,000) 


Piacbargh Pa 23S em CHANGES IN MOTOR-VEHICLE DEATHS 
6 



















Minneapolis, Minn. . 1.8 9 FIRST MONTH 1956 TO 1957 
Group IV (350,000 to 500,000) 
Columbus, Ohio 1.4 5.6 
Denver, Colo. 1.7 8.7 WH. - 407 
Portland, Ore. 1.7 9.6 
Group V (200,000 to 350,000) 
Oklahoma City, Okla..... 0.0 0.0 
St. Paul, Minn. 0.0 0.0 oe Mass - 487% 
Norfolk, Va. 0.0 0.0 “a -20% 
Group VI (100,000 to 200,000) coun. - 10% 
Nashville, Tenn. 0.0 0.0 + 5% 
Salt Lake City, Utah... 0.0 0.0 f 202, ) . 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 0.0 0.0 egal — 1) >" = -4% 
Group VII (50,000 to 100,000) 
Lansing, Mich. 0.0 0.0 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 0.0 0.0 NATIONAL 
Raleigh, N. C. 0.0 0.0 ESTIMATE 
Group VIII (25,000 to 50,000) | MONTH 
Muskegon, Mich. 0.0 0.0 -3% 
Highland Park, Mich.... 0.0 0.0 
Las Vegas, Nev. . 0.0 0.0 
Group IX (10,000 to 25,000) 
Modesto, Calif. 0.0 0.0 
Casper, Wyo. 0.0 0.0 
St. Clair Shores, Mich... 0.0 0.0 BB decreases BBB WwcReases on NO CHANGE feet 

THE END 





TRAFFIC DEATHS—STATE RECORDS 


Deaths are reported by state traffic authorities. deaths will remain at the present average for the rest of the 
year. Population rates are based on July 1, 1956, population 
Population Rate: U. S. population rate is the estimated annual estimates, U. S. Bureau of the Census, Washington, D. C. 
number of deaths per 100,000 population, assuming that deaths States shown in heavy type have improved in 1957 compared 
for the rest of the year will follow the normal seasonal pattern. with 1955, or showed no change. All figures are provisional. 
State population rate is the estimated annual number of deaths Mileage Rate: The number of deaths per 100 million vehicle 
per 100,000 population assuming that the monthly average of miles of travel. 


*Indicates January, 1957, Report Not Received As of Deadline, February 25 








% Changes % Changes 
Deaths 1956 1955 1957 1957 Deaths 1956 1955 1957 1957 
Months Identical Periods to to Pop. Mile Months Identical Periods to to Pop. Mile 
Reported 1957 1956 1955 1957 1957 Rate Rate Reported 1957 1956 1955 1957 1957 Rate Rate 
TOTAL 
USS. 1 2,860 2,950 2,810 3% + 2% 20.5 Mont. 1 x 14 21 — 43% — 62% 15.0 
Ala. 1 49 66 56 — 26% — 13% 18.6 i : Neb. 1 9 24 27 — 63% — 67% 7.6 
Ariz. penal 43 49 39 — 12% + 10% 48.8 ‘ Nev. . whould 10 5 9 +100% + 11% 48.6 
Sa 50 37 22 + 35% +127% 33.1 ; i! N. H. 1 6 10 5 — 40% + 20% 12.9 
Calif. 1 261 229 201 + 14% + 30% 23.3 Mm S. . 1 62 59 50 + 5% + 24% 13.8 
Colo. 1 20 25 20 — 20% 0% 14.9 N.M 1 31 23 26 + 35% + 19% 45.6 
Conn. 1 18 20 29 — 10% — 38% 9.7 N. Y. e 153 144 
pee ° 5 4 N. € 1 97 90 83 + 8% + 17% 26.3 
D. of C. 1 5 7 8 — 29% — 38% 6.9 N. D. 1 2 5 7 —O% — 71% 3.7 
Fla. 1 105 93 93 + 13% + 13% 33.4 Ohio 1 140 149 127 — 6% + 10% 18.5 
an 1 57 90 74 — 37% — 23% 18.4 Okla. 1 41 53 4 — 23% — 11% 22.0 
Idaho ol 12 15 6 — 20% +100% 23.0 Ore. ewes 27 27 27 0% 0% 18.9 
Il. 1 165 126 158 + 31% + 4% 21.0 ; Pa. ... ° 143 118 
See 1 81 101 7% —20% + 7% 22.0 R. I. 1 4 5 9 —20% — 56% 5.8 i 
la. re 34 62 488 — 45% — 29% 15.2 aa &.... 1 59 47 47 + 26% + 26% 30.1 ...... 
Kans. me | 33 a4 50 — 25% — 34% 18.8 : . $:'D l 9 14 23 — 36% — 61% 15.5 
Ky. “ 63 51 69 + 24% 9% 25.1 Tenn. 1 46 48 53 — 4% — 13% 15.9 
RE citadel 1 61 47 46 + 30% + 33% 24.4 ao 178 172 181 + 3% — 2% 23.9 sa 
Ee 7 9 10 — 22% — 30% 9.2 Utah 1 16 22 13 — 27% + 23% 23.6 ..... 
I | 29 19 52 — 41% — 44% 12.4 sie ‘ Vt. 1 7 5 7 + 40% Oe” 2a - oe 
Mass. ... 1 21 40 30 — 48% — 30% sie ,  aethasaitemneall 70 49 65 + 43% + 8% 23.0 ...... 
Mich. Sale 98 143 127 — 31% — 23% 15.6 ‘ak i Wee. 28 34 34 33 0% + 3% 15.3 ....... 
Minn. ......... 1 i6 21 56 +119% 18% 17.0 . W. Va 1 32 22 20 + 45% + 60% 194 ... 
| ene | 32 52 32 — 38% 0% 18.1 . see Wis. 1 62 61 47 + 2% + 32% 19.8 ..... sd 
Bie ede 1 74 76 71 — 3% + 4% 20.9 ; Wyo. 1 9 13 8 — 31% + 13% 336 .... ..... 
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TRAFFIC DEATHS—CITY RECORDS 


The table covers only motor-vehicle 
deaths resulting from traffic accidents that 
occurred in the city. Nontraffic motor- 
vehicle deaths (where the accident oc- 
curred on home or work premises) are 
not included; nor are deaths in the city 
from accidents occurring outside. 


Rankings are based on the 1957 regis- 


1957 1957 
One Month Reg. Pop. 
1957 1956 1955 Rate Rate 


tration death rate which is the number 
of deaths per 10,000 registered motor ve- 
hicles on an annual basis. Vehicle regis- 
tration figures are for the year 1956 and 
were supplied by R. L. Polk & Company. 


Cities are ranked by death rates—from 
low to high. When two or more cities 
have exactly the same rate, ranking is by 


1957 1957 
One Month Reg. Pop. 
1957 19 56 195 5 Rate Rate 





ALI REPORTING CITIES, 


Group I qi, 000, 000 and over) 
1. Detroit, Mich. 
. Chicago, Ill. 

All cities in this 
3. New York, N 
4. Philadelphia, Pa. 
; Los Angeles, Cali 


nN 


| on Go me Nu ne | 





Group 1 a 50, 000 to Ay 


. Cleveland, Ohio 

All cities in this group.....-...-..-...--. 
. Washington, D 5 
. St. Louis, Mo.. 

San Francisco, 


Group a (500, 000 to 


. Seattle, Wash. .. 

. Pietsburgh, Pa. .. is 

. Minneapolis, Minn. .... 
4. Buffalo, N. Y 

. Houston, 

All cities in this group.... 

. Milwaukee, 
7. Dallas, Texas .... 

; New Orleans, La 
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1. 
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2. 
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Group IV (350 000 to 500, 000) 
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. Columbus, Ohio . 
2. Denver, Colo. 
3. Portland, Ore. 
. San Diego, Calif... 
. San Antonio, Texas.... 
. Indianapolis, Ind. 
All cities in this group... 
. Memphis, Tenn. 
. Atlanta, Ga. 
4 Kansas City, 
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Group V (200, 000 to 350,000) 

. Oklahoma City, Okla. 0 
St. Paul, Minn.. : 
Norfolk, Va. - 
Wichita, Kans. 
Tampa, Fla. . 
Omaha, Neb. 
. Richmond, Va. 

. Providence, R. 
. Dayton, Ohio ... a 
. Fort Worth, Texas... 
. Toledo, Ohio 4 
. Miami, Fla. ...... 
. Honolulu, T. 

All cities in this group 
. Rochester, N. Y 
. Birmingham, Ala. 
. Akron, Ohio ; 

Long Beach, Callif...... 
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Group VI (100,000 to 200,0v0) 


Nashville, Ten 

. Sale Lake City, | 

Fort Wayne, 

El Paso, Texas 
Trenton, N. 

Austin, Texas 
Knoxville, Tenn. ........ 
South Bend, 

. Bridgeport, Conn. .... 
. Peoria, 

. Chattanooga, Tenn. ... 
2. Moatgomery, Ala. ..... 
. New Haven, Conn..... 
. Lincoln, Neb. .. 

. Little Rock, Ark... 

‘. Lubbock, Texas 

: Savannah, alien 
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. Reading, Pa. .. 0.0 0.0 
oliet, Til. 0.0 0.0 
tica, 

. Waterbury, Conn. 

. Phoenix, Ariz. 

23. Tulsa, Okla. .. 

. Flint, Mich, .. 

25. Sacramento, Calif. ...... 

. Fresno, Calif. ... 

27. Des Moines, Iowa. 
All cities wd this group 

. Albuguerqu = @ 

. Spokane, 4 

. Charlotte, N. C... 

. Tacoma, Wash. 

2. Shreveport, La. 

. Rockford, Ill. 

‘ eg Calif. 

. Erie, Pa. 

. Grand Rapids, Mich... 

. Mobile, Ala. ........... 

. Glendale, Calif. 

- Hartford, Conn. 

. Amarillo, Texas . 

. Allentown, Pa. ............ 

. San post. Calif... 

. Elizabeth, N. J..... ' 

> Youngstown, Ohio .... 

. Corpus Christi, Texas 

. Baton Rouge, TI Scheie 

. Evansville, Ind. 

. Arlington, Va. . 

. Yonkers, N. Y.. 

. Gary, Ind. 

. Duluth, Minn. 
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Group vil ¢ {50,000 to 100, 0,000) 
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. Lansing, Mich. .......... 0 
: Kalamazoo, Mich. ... 0 
3. Raleigh, N. inaiaies 
. Winston-Salem, N. C. 
. Springfield, Ill. 
. Burbank, Calif. 
. Topeka, Kans. .. 
. Madison, Wis. . 
. Pontiac, Mich. 
. Pensacola, Fla. .. 
. Greenville, S. C......... 
2. Colorado Spgs., Colo. 
SS 
. Pueblo, Colo. ... 
. Roanoke, Va. 
: Macon, Ga. a 
7. Charleston, W. Va... 
. Springfield, Ohio 
. Lexington, Ky 
. Springfield, y 
Columbus, Ga. ee 
. Niagara Falls, N. Y 
. Battle Creek, Mich... 
. Hamilton, Ohio 
. Terre Haute, Ind 
26. Davenport, Towa 
. Muncie, Ind. 
8. Racine, Wis. 
29. Johnstown, Pa. 
. Sioux Ciy, Towa 
. Durham, N. C 
2. Augusta, Ga. 
. Santa Barbara, ¢ 
. Waterloo, Iowa 
. Anderson, Ind. 
. Abilene, Texas 
. Stamford, Conn. 
. Green Bay, Wis. 
. Evanston, Il. 
e 3 Joseph, Mo.. 
. Mount Vernon, N 
: San Mateo, Calif. 
3. Portsmouth, Va. 
. Pomona, Calif. 
lehem, ; 
. Pawtucket R. I. 
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total vehicle registrations—from large to 
small. 


Cities shown in heavy type have im- 
proved in 1957 compared with 1956, 


The population death rate is the num- 
ber of deaths per 100,000 population on 
an annual basis. Populations are as of 
April, 1950, or later censuses taken by 
the U. S. Bureau of the Census. 


1957 1957 
One Month Reg. Pop. 
1957 1956 1955 Rate Rate 


4 Bay Cit Mich 

. Sioux alls, 

. Lynn, Mass. 

. East Orange, N. 

. Manchester, N. J 

. Asheville, N. C. 

. Lorain, Ohio ... 

. Wilkes- Barre, Pa. 

. Kenosha, Wis. .. 
Portland, Maine 
Lakewood, Ohio . 

, Covington, Ky. 

. New Rochelle’ N.Y. 

. Oak Park, Ill. + 

. Berwyn, Til. 

. Wheeling, W. Va 

3. Brockton, Mass. 

. Fort Smith, Ark 

. Alameda, Calif. 

. West Allis, Wis... 

. Dubuque, Iowa .. 

. Pittsfield, Mass. .. 

. Medford, Mass. .. 

. Brookline, Mass. 

. Waltham, Mass. 
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All cities in this group 
. Stockton, Calif. .. 1 
" Alexandria, , eee 
. Greensboro, N. C 
. Columbia, ey Aa 
. Royal Oak, Mich... 
. Cedar Rapids, lowa.. 
. Jackson, Mich. 
. Binghamton, N. Y.. 
" wee Fails, Texas 
é . Palm Beach, Fla. 
t Richey, Calif. 
. Santa Monica, Calif. 
. Aurora, Ill. 
. Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
. Tucson, Ariz. 
. St. Petersburg, Fla 
. San Bernardino, Calif. 
2. qechece. Miss. 

ew Britain, Conn... 
. Schenectady, N. 
. Charleston, S. C. 
. Orlando, Fla. .. 
. Passaic, N. J... 
. Hammond, Ind. 
. Lancaster, Pa. .. 
. East Chicago, 
. Woonsocket, 
. Waco, Texas 
. Saginaw, Mich. 
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Group VIII (25,000 to 50,000) 


Muskegon, Mich. .... 0 
Las Vegas, Nev......... 1 
Boise, Idaho . 0 
Hayward, Calif. ........ 0 
Yakima, Wash. ......... 

Odessa, Texas 

Lake Charles, 
Billings, Mont. 
Warren, Ohio 
Mansfield, Ohio 
Reno, Nev 

: Palo ‘Alto, Calif.. 

. White Plains, 

. Ann Arbor, 

. High Point, 

. Vancouver, 

. Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
. Midland, Texas 

. Waukegan, a 

. Everett, Wash 

. Beverly Hills, ‘Calif... 

* Kokomo, Ind. sé 
. Elgin, Ill. 
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One yee 
1957 1956 19 


gh ge Wyo. . 0 


. Elmira, Y oe 0 
> Highland 'Pk., Mich. 1 
. Council Bluffs, Iowa 0 
. Parma, Ohio 0 
. Plainfield, N. J 0 
. Elyria, Ohio . 0 
West Haven, Conn 0 
. Great Falls, Mont. 1 
Rock Island, Il ) 0 
. Owensboro, Ky 0 
. Zanesville, Ohio 2 
La Crosse, Wis 

. Albany, Ga. 

. Hagerstown, Md 

. Appleton, Wis 

. Culver City, Calif 

. Enid, Okla. 

. Tuscaloosa, Ala. 

Lynchburg, Va 

. Salina, Kans 

i Rome, a 

. Cuyahoga “Fails, Ohio 

. Wauwatosa, Wis. 

. Clearwater, Fla 


. Oshkosh, Wis 


Marion, Ohio 

. Lwr. Merion Twp., “Pa 
Bloomington, Ind. 
Lincoln Park, Mich 
. Fargo, N. D.... 

- Pocatello, Idaho 

. Champaign, III. 

. East Cleveland, Ohio 
Rapid City, S. D. 


. Portsmouth, Ohio 


. Chicopee, Mass. 
° Hartford, Conn. 


2. Meriden, Conn. 


Pine Bluff, Ark 

. Eau Claire, Wis.... 
Arlington, Mass 

. Stratford, Conn. 

. Rome, N. Y.. 

. Ferndale, Mich 
Beloit, _ ae 
Mishawaka, Ind. 

. Gainesville, Fla. : 
East Hartford, Conn. 
Galesburg, Ill. 

. Sandusky, Ohio 

. Coral Gables, Fla. 
. Granite City, Ill. 

. Wausau, Wis. 
Linden, N. J......-..-. 
. Steubenville, Ohio 
. Maywood, Ill 
Kingston, N. Y 


2. Newport News, Va 


Daly City, Calif... 


4. Hamden, Conn. 


. Vineland, N. J... 

5. Jackson, Tenn. 

. Lockport, N. Y....... 

Norwich, Conn. 

. Manchester, Conn. 

Mason City, lIowa...... 

. Fitchburg, Mass. 

. Walla Walla, Wash. 

- Fond du Lac, Wis. 

. Hackensack, N. J 

. Fairmont, W. Va 

. Manitowoc, Wis. 

. St. Louis Pk., Minn. 

' Haga M N. 

St. Cloud, Minn... 

. Petersburg, Va. 

. Chicago Heights, 

Fairfield, Conn. 

Bangor, Maine 

. New Kensington, 

. Brownsville, Texas 
Milford, Conn. 
Montclair, N. | 
New London, Conn. 

. Freeport, Ill. .. 

Richfield, Minn 

. Greenville, Miss. 


2. Burlington, Vt. 


. Teaneck, N. 

Oak Ridge, Tenn. 
. Bristol, Conn. . : 
. Shaker Heights, Ohio 
. Middletown, Conn 
- Winona, Minn. 
. Concord, N. H. 
. Grand Forks, N. 
Mt. Lebanon, Pa 
. Belmont, Mass. 
. Annapolis, Md. 
All cities in this group 
. San Leandro, Calif. 
. Easton, Pa. . 

. Vallejo, Calif. 
. Bloomfield, N. 
Jamestown, 
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1957 
Reg. 
5 Rate 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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0 
U 
0 
).0 
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Rate 


0.0 
0.0 
0.0 


0. 
0. 
0. 
0 
0. 
0 
0 
0 
( 
0 
0 
0 
0.0 


. Greenwich, Conn. 


One Month | 


157 1956 


Hamtramck, Mich. 1 1 
Danville, Va. ee 0 
l 0 
i 8) 
i { 


Danbury, Conn. 
Barberton, Ohio 
Burlington, Iowa 
Wyandotte, Mich. 
West Orange, N 
Torringotn, Conn 
Superior, Wis 
Wilmington, N. ¢ 
Revere, Mass 
Norwalk, Con 


Grades IX (10,00( 


Modesto, Calif 


2. Casper, Wyo 
. St. Clair Shores, Mich. 


Kingsport, Tenn 
Aurora, Colo 

Napa, Calif. ............- 
Benton Harbor, Mich 


. Santa Cruz, Calif. 


Butler, Pa ‘ 
South Euclid, Ohio 
Holland, Mich 
Pasadena, Texas 
Monroe, Mich 
Roseville, Mich 
Boulder, Colo 

Fort Myers, F 


. Janesville 


La Mesa 
Greensburg 
Westfield, 

Fair Lawn, N. J 
Big Spring, Texas 
Austin, Minn 


. Sumter, S$ 


C 
25. Bock FMi.,. S.C... 


RT oe See: 
El Cerrito, Calif 
Niles, Mich. 
Uniontown, Pa. . 
Longview, Wash 
Bell, Calif 
Lawrence, Kan. ... 
Mankato, Minn. 

La Porte, Ind 


. Fe. Pierce, Fla. 


Hazel Park, Mich.. 
Statesville, N 
Lake Worth, Fils 


Sherman, Texas 


. Rahway, N. J.. 


Kinston, N. ¢ 
Morristown, N. 
Richland, Wash 


. Ocala, Fla. eons 
. Fremont, Ohio 


La Grange, Il... 
Floral Park, N. Y 
Kenmore, N. Y 
Meadville, Pa 


. Great Bend, = 
. Orange, Calit. 


Ames, lowa 


. Westport, Conn. 


Wooster, Ohio 


. Bismarck, N. D 


Port Chester, N. Y 


7. Sedalia, Mo. 


Tiffin, Ohio 


. Whitefish Bay, Wis. 


Frederick, Md 


. Owosso, Mich 

. Huntington, Ind. 
. Frankfort, Ind 

. Goshen, Ind. 

. Ottawa, Ill. 


East Haven, Conn 


. Denton, Texas 


Bristol, Pa. 
Denison, T 
Hibbing, Minn 
Ashland, Ohio 
Jeffersonville, Ind. 


. Muscatine, lowa 


sbesanen. > En 
Coffeyville, Kan. 
Kennewick, Wash. 


. Valparaiso, Ind 

. Pittsburg, Kan. ...... 
. Connersville, Ind. 

. Martinsburg, W. Va. 
. Highland Park, Ill. 


Marietta, Ohio 


. Streator, Ill. 


Peru, Ind 


. Albert Lea, 
. Cranford, N. m 
. Mt. Vernon, Iil.. 
. Cape Girardeau, Mo. 
. W. Springfield, Mass. 
. Sterling, Ill 


Emporia, fn és 
Portland, Maine... 
Leominster, Mass. . 
Wisconsin Rpds., Wis. 
Port Angeles, Wash 
Xenia, Ohio ‘ 
Bellevue, Pa. ....... 
East Lansing, Mich 
Calumet City, Ill. 
McAlester, Okla 


. Las Cruces, N. M. 


Berkley, Mich 


3. Cedar Falls, lowa 


Highland Pk., Texas 
C 


. Monroe, N. 


Wallingtord, Conn 
Moorhead, Minn 
Newport Beach, Calif. 


. Suffolk, Va. 


Elmwood Park, Il 


. Greenwood, Miss. 
. Brainerd, Minn. 


Niles, Ohio ...... 


: Park Forest, Iill......... 


North Adams, Mass. 
Newton, Kan 
Norfolk, Neb 


. Sweetwater, Texas 


Brookfield, Ill. 


. Attleboro, Mass. ...... 
. Muskegon Hts., Mich. 
. Stevens Point, Wis... 
3. Astoria, Ore. 
i. Mt. Pleasant, Mich. 


° Boone, Iowa 


Owatonna, Minn. 
Faribault, Minn. 
Rocky River, Ohio... 


Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. 


Hawthorne, N. 


. East Moline, Iil....... 


Naugatuck, Conn 


. Winfield, Kan. 


Lamesa, Texas 


. Fergus Falls, 
. Watertown, 


Bristol, Va. 


. oe Joseph, 

. Windham, 

. South Orange, 

. River Rouge, Mich. 


Logan, Utah 


3. Winnetka, Ill. ... 
i. Needham, Mass. 


Albany, Calif. 
Gardner, Mass. 
Shelton, 
Horewell, 


. Garden City, 


Conneaut, Ohio 
Mitchell, S. D 


2. Rye, 


Atchison, Kan. ........ 
Marshfield, Wis. 


. Darien, Conn. 


Escanaba, Mich. 
Livermore, Calif. 


. Van Wert, Ohio. 


Ecorse, Mich. .... 
Beaver Dam, Wis.. 
Ansonia, Conn. 


2. Virginia, Minn. 
. Albion, Mich. 
. Vernon, Conn. . 
. Mansfield, Conn. 
. Du Bois, 
7. Bowling Green, Ohio 
. Hornell, N. Y 
. Bellefontaine, Ohio 
). Charles City, Iowa... 
. Red Wing, 


North Miami, Fla... 
Marinette, Wis. 


. Bemidji, Minn. 
. Cadillac, Mich. ........ 
76. Springfield Twp., Pa. 
. Ironwood, Mich. 
. Winchester, Conn. 
. La Salle, 
. Swampscott, Mass. 
. Windsor, Conn. 
2. Two Rivers, Wis 
. Groton, Conn. 


Milford, Mass. 


. Bellaire, Ohio 

. Branford, Conn 

3 Ridgefield Pk., N 

. West pe Bie Sg 

. Webster, Mass. 

. Southington, Conn. 
. Stoughton, 


shland, 


3. Fairfield, Ala. 
. Amherst, Mass. 


Killingly. Conn. 
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One Month Keg. Pop 
1957 1956 1955 Rate Rate 
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0 . 0.0 
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0 ) x 0. 
OU 

0 


0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
9.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 





THE TRAFFIC RECORD 





1957 1957 
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. Beaem, Fas. once 8 
. Watertown, Conn. .. 0 
. Stonington, Conn. ... 0 
. Enfield, Conn. .......... 0 

All cities in this group................ 
. Birmingham, Mich .. 1 


“ooo 
o 
fo} 
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. East Detroit, 

. Mt. Clemens, 

. Ypsilanti, Mich. 

. Victoria, Texas .. 

. Chillicothe, Ohio 

. Livonia, Mich. .... 

. Redlands, Calif. 

. Borger, Texas ... 

. Reidsville, N. C 

. Oswego, N. Y.. 

. Alpena, Mich. 

. Saint Augustine, Fla. 

. Arkansas City, Kan... 
Monrovia, Calif. ...... 
Wethersfield, Conn... 

7. So. Milwaukee, Wis. 

. Carlsbad, N. perenne 

. Cudahy, Wis. ........... 
Beacon, N. Y.......... 

. Salisbury, N. C......... 

. Grosse Pte. Pk., Mich. 
erby, Conn. ........... 
Fort Thomas, Ky....... 


CANADIAN CITIES 
Vancouver, B. C................. 2 2 
Montreal, Que 12 6 


Yovrenosoo 


Rave BRUSSSO 
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ee ee et 
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Public Support 
Programs Boom 


From Page 16 


is checking the Action Program locally 
with San Francisco city departments 
to measure their performance in the 
Inventory. Both of these efforts are 
fundamental to successful traffic con- 
trol and accident prevention programs. 

As Clinton W. Dreyer, manager of 
the Eastbay Chapter, NSC pointed out, 
the recent action by the Postmaster 
General in calling on the 37,000 post- 
masters and other postal officials to 
participate locally in the Back the 
Attack on Traffic Accidents campaign, 
furnishes local safety agencies with 
leadership where it counts —at the 
local level. ‘It is a tremendous con- 
tribution,” he said. 

Denver, Colo., officials took one 
look at the traffic statistics in the last 
quarter of 1956 and for January, and 
moved to launch and maintain a city- 
wide pedestrian protection program. 
Denver police spotted a patrol car 
with mobile loudspeaker in the down- 
town area throughout a month-long 
education period, as Christmas shop- 

rs jammed city streets. But, the real 
Flow was when Gerald E. McAuliffe, 
presiding municipal judge, slapped a 
$2 fine on jaywalking or law violating 
pedestrians, promised to get tougher, 
if he had to, to eliminate pedestrian 
law violators from the city streets. 


36 


in Denver. The stepped-up pedestrian 


The drive began when Judge Mc- 
program followed. 


Auliffe pointed out that the National 
Safety Council recently notified Mayor 
Nicholson that it was marking Denver 
down on traffic safety for its failure 
to enforce the laws respecting pedes- 
trians. Police Department records 
showed that 15 pedestrians were killed 
and 541 were injured through all of 
1955. Through October, 1956, autos 
killed 15 and injured 441 pedestrians 


Colorado—Late last year, Colorado 
highway officials launched the toughest 
road safety program in the state's 
history. 

The result was measured in lives and 
blood saved. 

Measures planned or instituted in- 
clude: 





MOTOR-VEHICLE INJURIES 


Thirty-one states reported more injuries during the first eleven months of 
1956 than for the same period last year. The District of Columbia and 
Michigan recorded fewer injuries during this period. 

For eleven months or less 43 states and the District of Columbia reported. 
Thirty-nine states tallied more injuries. Four states and the District of 
Columbia counted fewer. 

For the entire reporting period, 32 states listed more traffic deaths, 10 states 
and the District counted fewer, and one state reported no change from last 
year. 


MOTOR-VEHICLE DEATHS AND INJURIES, BY STATES 
1956 and 1955 


1956 
To Changes Ratio of 
1955 to 1956 Injuries 
Deaths Injuries to Deaths 


Months 


Reported Deaths Injuries 
* 1956 1955 1956 


TOTAL USS. .... 31,241 29,761 1,069,569 989,122 
Ala. ; 887 744 4,704* 
418 321 . 6,096 

430 368 2 2,592 

3,373 3,037 108,371 

354 354 952 8,372 

262 278 ,822 16,069 

80 97 2, 2,296 
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125 3,123 354 
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417 20,414 18,544 
315 7,138 5,936 
743 20,113 17,233 


*Rural injuries only 
**Death and injury totals cover the months reported by all states as indicated in this column. 
San Francisco Office: 703 Market St., San Francisco 3, Calif. 
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1—Increasing the number of police 
on highways. This has top priority in 
most states. The Colorado state high- 
way patrol is expected to bid for more 
men. 

2—New laws—or harsher enforce- 
ment of existing laws—calling for sus- 
pension of licenses and/or fines and 
imprisonment for motorists convicted 
of drunk driving, “chronic” negli- 
gence and speeding. 

3—Tighter examinations for vehicle 
licenses and mandatory auto inspection 
programs. Both programs in Colorado 
have come under fire. 

4—Use of national guard troops or 
sheriff's deputies to reinforce regular 
highway police during peak travel pe- 
riods, such as holiday weekends. 

5—Periodic roadblocks—with 
massed troopers stopping all cars and 
checking on licenses, intoxication and 
vehicle condition. Colorado’s _ state 
highway patrol has in the past used 
roadblocks with much effectiveness. 

6—Expansion of the use of radar 
devices in catching speeders. 

7—Establishing state _. limits 
where they are not already in force. 





THE MINIMUM 
ESSENTIALS 
VERY civic organization, to 
“Back the Attack,’’ needs: 
A committee which works 
on safety 
At least one program on 
the local trafhc inventory 


Participation in a city-wide 
safety contest among civic 


clubs 











Announce Illinois Traffic 
ingineering Fellowship 

A fellowship for graduate study in 
highway or traffic engineering has been 
established at the University of Illinois 
by the Automotive Safety Foundation. 

Beginning in September, 1957, it 
carries a stipend of $1,500 for the 
academic year, and remission of tuition 
and fees which may amount to as 
much as $500. The ward is for a 
period of one academic year. 


Application should be made prior to 


March 15, 1957, on forms available 
from the Graduate College, 109 Ad- 
ministration Building, Urbana, III. 

Further information may be ob- 
tained from the Department of Civil 
Engineering, 205 Civil Engineering 
Hall, Urbana, III. 


Hank Hart Posters 
Work of 8l-year-old Artist 

Henry A.. Hart, 38-42 212th Street, 
Bayside, Long Island, N. Y., a com- 
mercial artist, has come up with a 
series of traffic safety posters that have 
intrigued public officials and local sup- 
port groups in the east. 

When they found the artist was 81, 
a great grandfather eight times, it 
made good news copy. Mr. Hart 
originated the “‘pop-up’” gimmick in 
novelty and greeting cards. His inter- 
est in the walfare of his children and 
their progeny turned his attention to 
traffic safety. The traffic posters were 
a natural outlet for this interest. 





Back the Attack on 
TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 
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Belts 

Caps, Helmets 
Badges 

Arm Brassards 


GRAUBARD’S 


m Parents WANT. gee 





a WELL EQUIPPED 
Safety Patrol . 


That’s where we can help... . 


Graubard’s Equipment is nationally known as the school safety patrol 
equipment “That Promotes Safety.” It does this by fulfilling both of the 
conditions essential to a really effective Safety Patrol. 

First, it gives each patrol member a definite sense of responsibility and 
a pride in doing his job well. 
Second, being “Standard Equipment” it is recognized by school children 
and motorists alike, assuring their respect and cooperation. 

Take the time to check your safety patrol today! Look over 
the many “standard” Safety Patrol Equipment items listed 
below and be sure your patrol members are properly uniformed 
and ready to perform the vital task of protecting your children, 


in all kinds of weather! ... 


Emblems 
Raincoats 
Capes 

Caution Flags 


Merit Awards 
Boots & Overshoes 
Corporal Digbys 
Trafficones 


266 Mulberry St. 
“America's Largest Safety Patrol Outfitters" 


School Warning 
Signs 

Traffic Control 
Signs 





Newark 5, N. J. 





Connecticut Blasts Horsepower-Speed Ads 


Robert I. Catlin, Chairman of the 
Connecticut Safety Commission, 
biuntly asserted that, with 40,000 lives 
snuffed out in automobile accidents in 
1956 as Exhibit A, a concerted appeal 
by all states could have the effect of 
stimulating the building and selling of 
automobiles with the primary objec- 
tive of encouraging safer operation. 

As a first step toward achieving the 


SO EASY 


SO SIMPLE 


objective of getting manufacturers of 
automobiles to cooperate in producing 
vehicles with less power, and both 
automobile manufacturers and the gas- 
oline industry to de-emphasize the em- 
phasis on power and speed, the Con- 
necticut Safety Commission recently 
adopted the following resolution con- 
cerning horsepower and speed, as rec- 
ommended by Mr. Catlin: 


SO QUICK 


TO SAVE LIVES 


with 


STEPHENSON 


WHEREAS a direct relationship exists 
between the increased horse- 
power and speed of motor 
vehicles and the incidence 
and severity of motor vehicle 
accidents, and 

WHEREAS safety organizations and pub- 
lic officials are becoming in- 
creasingly alarmed over the 
horsepower race among auto- 
mobile manufacturers and the 
emphasis the industry is plac- 
ing on speed and power of 
new cars as a sales induce- 
ment, and 

WHEREAS advertising by automobile 
manufacturers and the gaso- 
line industry which promotes 
sales on the basis of increased 
speed and power tends to en- 
courage a “speed-minded” 
public, and 

WHEREAS the emphasis on speed and 
power is not in the best in- 
terest of public safety, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Connecticut 


“MINUTEMAN” RESUSCITATOR 


when respiratory emergencies occur. 
ASPIRATOR RESUSCITATOR INHALATOR 
Most efficient in cases of heart attack, shock, 
suffocation, etc. 
Write for FREE demonstration or pamphlet S-404. 


Safety Commission recom- 
mend to Representative Ken- 
neth A. Roberts, Chairman of 
the Special Sub-Committee on 
Traffic Safety of the House 
Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce continu- 


Light Weight 
only 30 pounds 





of conditions. 


companies, col 


dels of v 


THE “EYES” HAVE IT.... 


Here is an aid that has proven practical in teaching visually the principles of safety. 
it's simple, effective and works wonders in teaching your drivers. 

The MAGNO SAF-T BOARD is the result of studies by outstanding safety instructors 
and engineers. Safety directors, traffic managers, driving instructors, insurance agents 
and adjusters get a clear picture of how accidents occurred visually by reconstruction 


It is now being used from coast to coast by fleet owners, insurance and public utility 

oe and schools, and many other concerns interested in public safety. 
Consisting of a BOARD with typical street intersections on one side. The other side 
is a BLACKBOARD on which any street or road situation can be drawn with chalk and 
hicles, traffic markers and accessories that can 





then erased. It has scale 





be placed in any conceivable traffic situation. 
Write for our folder. It contains full information. 


MAGNO SAF-T BOARD 


EMIGSVILLE, PA. 











ance and expansion of the 
study of traffic safety, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that spe- 
cial attention be directed to 
the problem of the motor ve- 
hicle horsepower race, the in- 
dustry’s use of advertising to 
promote sales on the basis of 
this increased power and 
pet and the effect on acci- 

ent incidence. 

“Governor Ribicoff's crackdown on 
speeders has made operators more con- 
scious of their responsibilities when 
at the wheel of a car,” says Mr. Cat- 
lin. ‘The saving of 38 lives in Con- 
necticut last year is evidence of ‘action’ 
in the right direction. The crackdown 
on speeders, plus a curb on unbridled 
development of horsepower is a com- 
bination that should give a definite 
turn to the traffic problem, resulting 
in the saving of thousands of lives 
all over the nation.” 

The Chairman points out that speed 
is unquestionably the Number One 
Killer on street and highway, whether 
by the sheer exhilaration of high 
speed, induced by excessive drinking, 
by lack of consideration, or whatever 
the attitude that causes a motorist to 
operate a vehicle at a speed which has 
increased carnage on highways year 
after year. 

“Odds against speed are high,” says 
Mr. Catlin. At 55 mph the chances of 
being killed are one in 12, at 65 mph 
one in six. In other words, for that 
extra ten miles of speed, the saving 
of time is a matter of minutes on a 
twenty-mile trip, while the chances of 
being a fatality in an injury accident 
doubles. Because of the steady increase 


Public Satety for April, 1957 





in horsepower, many cars being built 
today are capable of traveling well 
over 100 miles per hour, a speed well 
in excess of any permitted by law. 
Furthermore, at such a speed there 
would be no chance of survival in the 
event of an accident. 

“In the hands of an inexperienced 
or reckless motorist,” he concluded, 
“a high-powered car is probably the 
most destructive weapon in our time 
—no less cold, or bloody or destructive 
than out-and-out murder. It is there- 
fore to be hoped the Connecticut reso- 
lution will result in the same aggres- 
sive action by every state in the nation, 
a step already taken in Germany where 
the West German Automobile Manu- 
facturers Association has agreed to stop 
publicizing top speeds of cars unless 
they are below 100 kilometers (about 
63 miles) an hour. The decision in 
Germany was taken because there had 
been much adverse publicity on speed- 
ing and its dangers.” 


Name Two as Directors 
of NU Transport Center 

Two additional executives from the 
trucking industry have joined the 
Advisory Committee of the Transpor- 
tation Center at Northwestern Uni- 
versity. 

They are Neil J. Curry, president, 
California Cartage Company and chair- 
man of the executive committee, Amer- 
ican Trucking Associations, Inc.; and 
Carroll J. Roush, president, Oregon- 
Nevada-California Fast Freight of San 
Francisco, and former president of 
Roadway Express, Akron, Ohio. 

They will work closely with the 
Center as members of the 25-man 
Advisory Committee, representing all 
segments of the transportation indus- 
try. Other highway representatives 
include Walter Mullady, president, 
Decatur Cartage Co.; Paul G. Hoff- 
man, chairman, Hoffman Specialty 
Manufacturing Co.; H. E. Humphreys, 
Jr., president, United States Rubber 
Co.; Roy C. Ingersoll, chairman, Borg- 
Warner Corp.; Thomas H. MacDon- 
ald, distinguished research engineer, 
Texas Transportation Institute; and 
Cyrus R. Osborn, vice-president, Gen- 
eral Motors Corp. 


Back the Attack 
on Traffie Accidents 

Copies of the Back the Attack on 
Traffie Accidents, special edition of 
PuBLic SAFETY Magazine can still be 
obtained by writing the National Safety 
Council. 
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Safety Awards Program. 





Judgment Day 


‘LOCKWISE, from lfeft: Kenneth Stuart, art editor, Saturday Evening 

post; Walter Belson, public relaitons director, American Trucking Asso- 
ciations, Inc.; E. R. Klamm, accident prevention director, Allstate Insurance 
Co.; Paul Jones (chairman of panel), director of public information, Na- 
tional Safety Council; Rear Admiral H. B. Miller, director, President's 
Traffic Safety Committee, and John Hall, director, Esso Safety Foundation, 
evaluate publications in American Association of Industrial Editors Traffic 


# 








Wagner Sangamo 





Tachographs 


provide graphic records of 
individual truck performance. 
Aid legal departments 

in claim settlements. 


|| Company 


Tachograph charts provide your legal depart- 
ment with factual information that can be 
helpful in eliminating costly court cases and 
in settling accident claims. Tachographs 
record on easy-to-read wax-coated charts, the 
complete performance story: when truck 
started—speed and distance traveled— 
duration of stops—and idling time. They 
encourage safer, more efficient driving prac- 
tices and in the event of accident, furnish 


6467 PLYMOUTH AVE., ST. LOUIS 14, MO. 
Please send a copy of Bulletin SU-3. 


| Name and Position 


graphic proof of the vehicle’s movements, 
The Tachographclock, speedometer and odom- 
eter are illuminated for easy visibility. A red 
warning light can be set to flash whenever 
your speed limit is exceeded. Tachographs are 
available in either miles-per-hour or revolu- 
tions-per-minute models. For the whole story 
on how Tachographs can help you, send the 
coupon below for your copy of Bulletin SU-3. 








| Address 





| | City 
| We operate 


Vehicles 
(NUMBER) 











Name Kenna to Head NSC 
Church Safety Activity 


John T. Kenna has taken over the 
post of director of the National Safety 
Council's Church Safety Activities Di- 
vision, under the Prescott grant. 

Mr. Kenna has been associate direc- 
tor for the Chicago-Northern Illinois 
region of the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews. He served as 
NCC] regional director in Kansas and 
Kentucky from 1947 until Jaauary, 
1956, when he was moved to the 
Chicago post. 

He has been consultant and director 
in summer workshops on human rela- 
tions at the University of Kentucky 
and University of Chicago. 

The Prescott grant was made re- 
cently by Mr. and Mrs. Sherburne 
Prescott of Greenwich, Conn. Mr. 
Prescott is chairman of the Greenwich 
Safety Council and a retired financier. 
The grant is a gift of $75,000 which 
will be used to aid churches and syna- 
gogs in a nationwide crusade for safety. 


SAFETY comes FIRST 
REFLECTIVE 


BICYCLE LICENSES. 


SELF-STICKING PERMANENT 
VISIBLE 4 MILE AT NIGHT 


Four colors available: 
RED GOLD SILVER or YELLOW 


REFLECTIVE Police Shield Emblems, 
Numerals, Letters, Advertising Em- 
blems, Name-strips etc., of self-stick- 
ing, permanent material. 


REFLECTIVE, NON-REFLECTIVE and 
CHROME FINISH Stickers for Amuse- 
ment and Music Machine, Taxi, Bus, 
Milk and other City Licenses. 


Write for further information stating 
approximate quantity and size and 
whether reflective, non-reflective or 
chrome finish is desired. 


CARSTEN PRODUCTS 


15406 THOMAS ALLEN PARK, MICH. 
Telephone. ...DUnkirk 1-0811 
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Mr. Kenna 


“Mr. Kenna’s appointment is the 
first step by the National Safety Coun- 
cil to establish a special staff unit to 
work full-time on the project for the 
next three years,’ Ned H. Dearborn, 
Council president, said. 

“The National Safety Council cer- 
tainly shares the conviction of church 
leaders that nowhere can the golden 
rule be practiced better than in traffic, 
and that nowhere can man better act 
as his brother's keeper than behind the 
wheel of a car. 


“We believe the active support and 
leadership of church people in the war 
on accidents may well turn the tide of 
battle and halt the mounting toll of 
death and destruction from traffic acci- 
dents,’ Mr. Dearborn added. 

“The National Safety Council is 
grateful that this grant will permit the 
Council to help make “Thou Shalt Not 
Kill’ the commandment of the high- 
way. 
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Seat Belt institute 
Issues Seal of Approval 


In an effort to eliminate public and 
official confusion which has prevailed 
about strength and proper installation 
of seat belts, the Automobile Safety 
Belt Institute has announced it will 
issue a seal of approval to identify 
specific belts of all manufacturers who 
pass tests to meet standards recom- 
mended by the Society of Automotive 
Engineers. 


“We believe this step will help 
protect car owners and reputable mak- 
ers of safety equipment,” declared 
Richard L. Ekstrand, executive secre- 
tary of the institute. ‘While most 
belts on the market today are made 
to CAA (Civil Aeronautics Authority) 
FLEA and will help reduce 
deaths and prevent or minimize in- 
juries from auto crashes, there are 
known to be shoddy, unreliable belts 
widely available. 

“Now ethical manufacturers can 
have their belts tested by a responsible 
independent laboratory and place a 
seal on each belt stating they are made 
to ‘SAE Recommended Practice for 
Motor Vehicle Seat Belt Assemblies.’ 
Many months of work, both by the 
SAE Seat Belt Committee and ASBI 
committees, have gone into this plan 
of action.” 

The black and gold oval-shaped 
seal, recently shipped to numerous 
manufacturers who had submitted 
sworn certificates of test compliance, 
reads as follows: 


Approved 
AUTOMOBILE SAFETY 
BELT INSTITUTE 
Recommended 

Seals, about 2 inches by 11/, inches 
in size, are available in cloth for sew- 
ing on belt webbing and in adhesive 
metal foil for sticking on buckles. 

Mr. Ekstrand said the institute was 
organized a year and a half ago for 
the purpose of protecting both the 
driving public and responsible makers 
of auto crash injury prevention equip- 
ment. 

“This youthful industry has been 
going through considerable growing 
pains but is shaping up to take its 
place as a responsible segment of the 
automotive accessory industry,” Ek- 
strand said. ‘“The institute seal pro- 
vides the first method by which the 
car owning public can be assured that 
belts they buy have been manufac- 
tured to meet or exceed rigid specifi- 
cations recommended by the SAE.” 
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HARVEY S. FIRESTONE, JR. 


Portrait by Fabian Bachrach 


“Every month more than 90 per cent of 


l'irestone employees invest $900,000 


through the Payroll Savings Plan” 


“Every month more than 90 per cent of Firestone em- 
ployees in plants across the nation invest $900,000 in 
United States Savings Bonds through the Payroll Sav- 
ings Plan. We are proud of our share in conducting this 
investment program. But we are prouder of our em- 
ployees who responded so magnificently in our 1956 
drive that they set a national record for participation. 
Their good judgment in investing in U.S. Savings Bonds 
is a sound provision for their future security. It is also 
a definite contribution to the future stability of our 
country. HARVEY S. FIRESTONE, JR., Chairman 


The Firestone Tire & Rubber Company 


If employee participation in your Payroll Savings Plan 
is less than 50%...or, if your employees do not now have 
the opportunity to build for their future through the 
systematic purchase of U.S. Savings Bonds...a letter 
to: Savings Bonds Division, U.S. Treasury Department, 
Washington, D. C., will bring prompt assistance from 
your State Director. He will be glad to help you put on 
a person-to-person canvass that will put an application 
blank in the hands of every employee. This is all you 
have to do. Your men and women will do the rest, be- 
cause they will welcome the opportunity to build for 
personal and national security. 


The United States Government does not pay for this advertising. The Treasury Department 


thanks, for their patriotic donation, the Advertising Council and 


NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL 





WEAVER © 


SAFETY LANE* 
EQUIPMENT 
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fits all motor vehicle safety programs 


ALL automotive safety programs. An official safety 
inspection program of motor vehicles, with its ex- 
tensive savings in life, property, and injury, can be 
instituted and maintained on a self-amortizing 
basis by a city or state. 


Reductions are possible. Records show that in areas 
where official inspection is in effect, real progress 
is being made in reducing the number of traffic 
fatalities. 


You can help by using your efforts to bring 
modern inspection methods to your community or 
state. Weaver Safety Lane Equipment assures 
quick, accurate checking of brakes, headlights, and 
wheel alignment of all vehicles. It definitely fits 


° Safety awed BRE MADE ONLY BY THE WEAVER MANUFACTURING COMPANY e SPRINGFIELD, ILL., U.S.A. 


Act today! A letter addressed to the Weaver 
Manufacturing Company, Springfield, Illinois, 
places you under no obligation. 


*“A Safety Lane” includes a Weaver Headlight 
Tester, a Weaver Automatic Brake Tester, and 
a Weaver Wheel Alignment Tester. 


Leaders in Automotive Safety Equipment for Over 25 Years 





